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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  Year  1955. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Oldbury. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1955. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  21.88  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
for  the  Borough.  The  risks  in  infancy  are  now  almost  exclusively 
those  related  to  the  period  immediately  following  birth,  such  as 
prematurity  and  congenital  abnormalities.  When  the  number  of 
still-births  added,  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  can  be  arrived  at 
and  a  table  showing  this  rate  for  the  past  10  years  is  included  in 
the  report.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  perinatal  mortality  has 
remained  fairly  constant  during  a  period  when  the  infant  mortal¬ 
ity  rate  has  been  reduced  from  36  to  22  per  1,000  live  births.  Our 
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efforts  in  preserving  infant  life  should  therefore  be  directed  towards 
the  prevention  of  stillbirth  and  prematurity  and  it  is  here  that  the 
importance  of  regular  and  adequate  ante-natal  supervision  lies. 

Cancer. 

The  mortality  rate  from  Cancer  has  shown  little  variation 
over  the  years.  The  commonest  sites  are  the  breast  in  females 
and  the  lung  or  bronchus  in  males.  The  relationship  between  the 
latter  and  smoking,  and  atmospheric  pollution  has  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  investigation  and  comment.  So  far  as  breast  cancer  is  con¬ 
cerned,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  the  only  effective 
method  of  reducing  mortality  is  by  early  diagnosis  and  treatment. 
Every  woman  who  discovers  a  lump  in  her  breast  should  immed¬ 
iately  consult  her  doctor. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis.  Further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  to¬ 
wards  the  elimination  of  this  preventable  disease.  The  number 
of  new  notifications  was  50  compared  with  61  in  1954,  and  only 
6  people  died  compared  with  12  in  1954.  Increased  diagnostic 
facilities  at  the  Clinic  which  will  encourage  more  contacts  to  attend 
for  examination,  more  effective  contact  tracing  in  the  home  and 
at  work,  and  a  continuation  of  the  enlightened  housing  policy  of 
the  Council  will  help  to  accelerate  the  defeat  of  this  disease. 

With  the  exception  of  a  widespread  prevalence  of  Measles 
there  was  no  undue  incidence  of  any  other  infectious  disease. 
There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Poliomyelitis  during  the 
year.  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  well  maintained  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  64  per  cent,  of  all  children  having  received  their  last 
injection  within  the  last  5  years. 

Housing. 

Although  only  73  houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation 

during  the  year,  it  was  encouraging  to  note  that  406  houses  and 
fiats  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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The  Slum  Clearance  Survey  carried  out  during  the  year 
showed  that  close  on  1,200  houses  are  unfit.  To  secure  their 
demolition  within  the  next  ten  years  as  is  proposed  will  necessitate 
the  building  of  120  dwellings  per  year  for  this  purpose  alone.  In 
addition  houses  will  have  to  be  provided  for  the  applicants  on  the 
housing  register,  the  majority  of  whom  are  sub-tenants  and  many 
of  whom  are  living  in  overcrowded  conditions. 

Clinics. 

Attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  have  been  well  main¬ 
tained  and  more  expectant  mothers  have  attended  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  than  in  1954. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  it  has  been  possible  to  offer 
a  dental  service  for  expectant  mothers  and  babies  as  reported  by 
the  Divisional  Dental  Officer  on  Page  31. 

Health  Education. 

During  the  year  a  brochure  was  produced  to  give  information 
with  regard  to  Health  and  Welfare  Services  available  in  the 
Borough  and  was  widely  distributed. 

Talks  were  given  in  the  clinics  and  schools  and  to  several 
organisations  by  members  of  the  staff  of  the  department.  The 
most  valuable  form  of  education  is  that  imparted  during  personal 
interviews  in  the  Clinics  and  the  home. 

Problem  Families. 

Despite  the  combined  efforts  of  members  of  the  co-ordinating 
Committee,  by  assistance  and  advice,  to  prevent  the  break-up  of 
families,  the  complete  lack  of  response  in  one  or  two  instances  has 
made  it  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  the  children,  to  prosecute 
the  parents  for  neglect.  Separation  of  the  children  from  their 
parents  is  harmful  psychologically  and  expensive  to  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  which  has  to  undertake  their  care.  These  families  require 
constant  supervision  and  support,  often  for  prolonged  periods  and 
this  type  of  assistance  cannot  be  given  by  any  of  the  departments 


8 


at  present  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  children  neglected  in  their 
own  homes. 

Various  alternative  methods  of  dealing  with  problem  families 
are  being  tried  both  here  and  abroad.  These  have  included  send¬ 
ing  the  mother  and  children  to  rehabilitation  homes;  sending  the 
whole  family  to  live  on  a  special  housing  estate  where,  with  con¬ 
tinuous  supervision  and  guidance,  rehabilitation  can  be  effected, 
or  by  special  workers  such  as  those  forming  the  Family  Service 
Units  who  are  prepared  to  go  into  these  houses  and  befriend  the 
families,  assisting  the  mother  with  cleaning  up  the  house,  feeding 
and  caring  for  the  children  and  general  home  management. 

One  of  the  commonest  findings  in  problem  families  is  the  low 
intelligence  of  the  mother.  Often  the  husband  is  also  feeble¬ 
minded  or  unable  or  unwilling  to  work,  or  although  providing  her 
with  a  regular  income,  is  unwilling  to  share  with  his  wife  the 
responsibility  for  the  care  of  their  children  who  continue  to  arrive 
annually  with  monotonous  regularity. 

The  children  of  such  parents  tend  to  produce  problem  families 
in  their  turn.  Success  in  the  rehabilitation  of  a  problem  family 
is  not  only  curative  but  also  prevents  their  recurrence  in  future 
generations.  Despite  the  co-ordinated  efforts  of  many  agencies, 
our  present  methods  are  not  achieving  the  desired  results.  Ideally 
the  service  of  a  woman  combining  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor, 
Social  Worker  and  Probation  Officer  should  be  made  available. 
She  should  be  prepared  to  devote  the  whole  of  her  time  to  one 
family  until  it  has  been  rehabilitated.  By  her  personal  example, 
instruction  and  encouragement  she  would  impart  the  principles  of 
home  management  and  child  care,  she  should  have  the  power,  if 
necessary,  to  spend  public  funds  in  order  to  re-establish  the  fam¬ 
ily  finances.  This  would  always  be  far  less  expensive  than  the 
maintenance  of  the  children  in  residential  homes  and  nurseries  and 
their  parents  in  prison.  If  such  workers  were  available,  parents 
brought  to  Court  for  neglecting  their  children  could  be  put  on 
probation  by  the  magistrates  and  their  subsequent  action  would 
depend  on  this  special  worker’s  report. 
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Staff. 

Dr.  Morrison  resigned  his  appointment  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  31st  July.  Although  this  post  remained 
vacant  at  the  close  of  the  year,  we  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
staff  the  clinics  with  the  assistance  of  practitioners  working  on  a 
sessional  basis. 

Mr.  J.  Rodgers  took  up  his  appointment  as  Divisional  Dental 
Officer  on  18th  May.  Although  his  duties  are  mainly  concerned 
with  the  School  Dental  Service  he  has  been  able  to  make  a  start 
on  the  provision  of  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  young  children. 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  and 
understanding  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department,  medical,  nursing  and  clerical, 
for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  Depart¬ 
ments  who  have  been  helpful  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  TABBUSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Greenwood  Avenue, 
Langley,  Oldbury. 
September,  1956. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name  Situation  Sessions  Accommodation 


Oldbury  I.W. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Monday,  2  p.m. 

Consulting,  Infant 
Weighing  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  I.W. 

“  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Wednesday  and 
Friday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Warley  I.W. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Oldbury  A.N. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Alternate  Fridays, 

2  p.m. 

Consulting  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  A.N. 

"  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Alternate  Thurs., 

2  p.m. 

do. 

Warley  A.N. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Alternate  Wed., 

2  p.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 
and  Waiting  Rooms 

School  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

”  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Daily,  9 — 5  p.m. 

do. 

M.  &  C.W. 

do. 

Monday,  6-30  p.m. 

do. 

Scabies  Clinic 

Cleansing  Station,  By  appointment 
Brookfields  Rd., 

Langley 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Ophthalmic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 

Friday,  10  a.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 

Clinic 

W  arley 

Alternate  Wed. 

1-30  p.m. 

and  Waiting  Rooms 

Sunray  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Wednesday, 

10  a.m. 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Sunray  Clinic 

”  The  Hollies,’ 
Langley 

Tuesday,  2  p.m 

do. 

Sunray  Clinic 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 

Monday,  10  a.m. 

do. 

Chest  Clinic 

Chest  Clinic, 
Greenwood  Av. 
Langley 

Monday, 

11  a.m. — 12  noon 
and  2 — 4  p.m. 
Friday, 

11 — 12  noon 

do. 
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1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ... 

3.304 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  Mid-1955) 

54.550 

Population  (Census  1951) 

53.895 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31.12.55... 

15,490 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1955) 

£247.335 

0  0 

Sum  represented  by  a  penn  rate 

•••  £955 

0  0 

General  Rate — 1954-55 

Unemployment — 31st  December,  1955:— 

£1 

5  0 

Wholly  unemployed — 

Men  and  Boys 

61 

Women  and  Girls  ... 

25 

Temporary  stoppage — 

Men  and  Boys 

Nil 

Women  and  Girls  ... 

Nil 

2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1  Legitimate 

Live  Births  i  T11  ... 

1  Illegitimate 

359 

349 

708 

16 

7 

23 

Totals 

375 

356 

731 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

13.40 

Area  Comparability-Factor 

(Births)  ...  ...  0.96  Standardised  Birth  rate...  12.86 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  17  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  22.72 

Deaths  ...  ...  518  Death  rate  (Crude)  ...  9.49 


Area  Comparability-Factor 

(Deaths).  ...  ...  1.31  Standardised  Death  rate  12.43 

Rate  per  1000  Births 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  (Live  and  Still) 
of,  childbirth  was  1  ...  ...  ...  1.33 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  (16)  21.88 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  (16)  22.59 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ( — )  00.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  88 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  Nil 
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3.— BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  TOTAL 
POPULATION. 


Live 

Death 

Births 

Rate 

England  and  Wales 

15.0 

11.7 

160  Great  Towns 

14.9 

11.6 

160  Smaller  Towns,  population  25,000  to 
50,000  (1951  Census) 

14.9 

11. 6 

London 

I5-I 

11.5 

OLDBURY  ... 

12.86 

12.43 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  that  54,550  persons  were 
resident  in  the  Oldbury  area  at  Midsummer,  1955.  The  “  natural 
increase  of  population,”  that  is  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  during 
the  year  was  213. 


DEATHS. 

In  1955,  301  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Oldbury  area.  11 
of  these  deaths  were  persons  not  normally  resident  in  the  district, 
and  228  Oldbury  residents  died  outside  the  district.  The  aggregate 
number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  518,  representing  a  crude  death 
rate  of  9.49  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  and  a  stan¬ 
dardised  death  rate  of  12.43  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1954  were  485  total  deaths,  a  crude  death 
rate  of  8.97,  and  a  standardised  death  rate  of  11.75. 

Of  the  518  deaths,  16  were  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
representing  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  21.88  per  thousand  live 
births.  In  1954  there  were  22  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  and 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  29.53  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  most  frequent  causes  of  deaths,  the  number  of  deaths  so 
registered,  and  the  corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  were: — 


Heart  Disease 

171 

deaths  equivalent  to 

a 

death  rate  of 

3-134 

Cancer 

88 

1 1  1 1 

i  i 

)  t 

1.613 

Vascular  Lesions  80 

it  it 

>  t 

1 1 

1.466 

Bronchitis 

29 

it  it 

1 1 

1 1 

o-53i 

Pneumonia 

16 

it  it 

1 1 

1 1 

0.293 

Tuberculosis 

8 

it  it 

1 1 

1 1 

0.146 

(all  forms) 


Heart  Disease  occupies  first  place  as  primary  cause  of  death. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

Of  the  171  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  heart  disease,  120  relate 
to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  and  only  8  were  in  respect  of  per¬ 
sons  under  45  years  of  age. 
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CANCER. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  the  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  and  the  age  distribution  of 
those  deaths  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Deaths 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Age 

Distribution 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-45 

Years 

45-65 

Years 

65  years 
&  over 

1943 

50,100 

48 

32 

80 

1  59 

10 

25 

45 

1944 

50,220 

32 

33 

65 

1  29 

1 

1 

7 

23 

33 

1945 

50,040 

42 

27 

69 

1  ■  37 

•  • 

6 

29 

33 

1946 

51,890 

47 

38 

85 

1  63 

1 

2 

32 

50 

1947 

52,510 

62 

40 

102 

1-94 

. . 

10 

34 

58 

1948 

53,350 

42 

41 

83 

1  55 

11 

36 

36 

1949 

53,380 

45 

48 

93 

1  74 

5 

43 

45 

1950 

53,820 

49 

36 

85 

1-57 

1 

7 

33 

45 

1951 

53,740 

39 

36 

75 

1  39 

1 

5 

36 

33 

1952 

53,790 

46 

36 

82 

1  -  52 

1 

1 

5 

33 

42 

1953 

53,820 

36 

29 

65 

1-20 

•  • 

6 

29 

30 

1954 

54,030 

53 

37 

90 

1  66 

1 

8 

32 

49 

1955 

54,550 

41 

47 

88 

1.61 

1 

1 

12 

32 

42 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease  shows  that 
the  site  of  the  cancer  causing  death  was  as  follows: — 


Site 

No. 

Age 

Range 

Male 

Average 

Age 

No. 

Female 

Age  Average 

Range  Age 

i.  Intestinal  Tract: 

a.  Buccal  Cavity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

b.  Throat 

I 

6o 

60 

— 

— 

— 

c.  Oesophagus  ... 

I 

58 

58 

— 

— 

— 

d.  Stomach 

3 

60-74 

66 

4 

64-72 

68 

e.  Liver 

2 

70-86 

78 

1 

73 

73 

f.  Ileum 

— 

— 

1 

75 

75 

g.  Pancreas 

3 

61-64 

62 

— 

h.  Colon 

i 

65 

65 

6 

58-82 

69 

i.  Rectum 

3 

65-80 

72 

3 

64-76 

68 

2.  Female  Generative 

Organs: 

a.  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

12 

43-81 

61 

b.  Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

4 

57-78 

66 

c.  Cervix 

— 

— 

— 

1 

71 

7i 

d.  Vulva 

— 

— 

— 

1 

73 

73 

e.  Ovary 

— 

— 

— 

3 

42-58 

48 

14 

Male  Female 


Site 

Age 

Average 

Age 

Average 

No. 

Range 

Age 

No. 

Range 

Age 

3.  Respiratory  Tract: 

a.  Lung  ...  4 

42-59 

54 

I 

51 

51 

b.  Bronchus  ...  13 

29-75 

59 

2 

39-46 

42 

c.  Pleura  ...  1 

65 

65 

— 

— 

d.  Pharynx  ...  2 

44-78 

61 

I 

44 

44 

4.  Urinary  Tract: 

a.  Kidney  ...  1 

33 

33 

3 

49-77 

63 

b.  Bladder  ...  1 

64 

64 

1 

65 

65 

c.  Prostate  ...  3 

74-82 

78 

— 

5.  Glands: 

a.  Thyroid  ...  — 

— 

— 

1 

46 

46 

b.  Hodgkins  Dis.  1 

44 

44 

1 

11 

11 

7.  Miscellaneous  ...  1 

68 

68 

6 

16-77 

50 

Totals  ...  41 

29-86 

62 

47 

11-82 

58 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

Tables  IVa  and  IVb  summarising  the  work  of  Immunisation 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

72  cases  were  notified  compared  with  73  in  1954.  The  disease 
in  the  main  was  mild  in  character  and  of  relatively  little  signifi- 
canse.  Only  complicated  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  4  in 
1955,  compared  with  5  in  1954. 

Pneumonia. 

37  cases  notified,  and  16  deaths  reported  during  the  year. 

Influenza. 

Four  deaths  in  1955  compared  with  1  in  1954. 

Erysipelas. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  5 
during  1954. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  959  cases  of  Measles  and  104  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  were  attributable  to 
these  diseases. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  only  available 

through  general  practitioners,  no  such  facilities  being  available  at 
the  Clinics,  bat  it  is  hoped  arrangements  will  be  made  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 


f 
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Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  at  31st  December ,  1955. 


Age  at 
Date  of 
Immunisation 

Year  of  Immunisation 

Totals 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

0-3  months 

3-6 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

6-9 

33 

13 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

55 

9-12  „ 

113 

80 

48 

25 

8 

9 

26 

7 

316 

12-15  „ 

63 

31 

21 

12 

10 

5 

19 

13 

174 

15-18  „ 

16 

21 

4 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

58 

18-21  „ 

6 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

29 

21-24  „ 

5 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

2-3  years 

12 

10 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

29 

3-4  „ 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

12 

4-5  „ 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

20 

5-6  „ 

8 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

18 

6-7  „ 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

7-8  „ 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8-9  „ 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

9-10  „ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10-11  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11-12  „ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12-13  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13-14  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

292 

191 

86 

52 

29 

18 

64 

26 

758 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

One  case  was  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease  during  1955. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  tables  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chest  Physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  R.  B.  Mayfield,  who  comments: — 

“The  first  table  gives  information  concerning  the  new  cases 
examined  during  the  year  and  the  sources  whence  they  came.  It 
will  be  noted  that  more  than  25  per  cent,  of  the  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  revealed  by  Mass  Radiography.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  more  the  value  of  this  procedure  is  appreciated  by 
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the  public,  the  sooner  will  tuberculosis  be  eliminated  from  the 
community. 

“While,  however,  Mass  Radiography  is  slowly  becoming  more 
readily  available,  the  facilities  for  clinical  radiology  at  the  Chest 
Clinic  remain  deficient.  Patients  must  still  travel  to  hospital  at 
West  Bromwich  to  have  their  chests  X-rayed  instead  of  having 
this  simple  examination  done  when  they  are  at  the  clinic.  It  is 
generally  recognised  that  X-ray  plant  is  part  of  the  essential  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  modern  chest  clinic,  and  endeavours  to  have  this  omis¬ 
sion  rectified  at  Langley  still  proceed.  Success  in  these  endeavours 
would  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  clinic,  and  ultimately 
the  health  of  Oldbury. 

“The  second  table  shows  the  numbers  of  contacts  examined 
during  the  year. 

“The  third  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
moving  in  and  out  of  Oldbury  during  the  past  three  years.  In  the 
past  two  years  there  is  a  substantial  credit  balance  of  ten  cases. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  attractiveness  of  Oldbury  or  there  may  be 
some  other  reason.  Of  the  twenty  immigrants  in  1955,  eight 
came  from  Smethwick,  six  from  Birmingham,  and  six  from  other 
areas.’’ 

OLDBURY  CHEST  CLINIC. 


New  Cases  examined  in  ig$  5 . 


1 

"uber 

culou 

s 

No 

anc 

n-tuberculous 
[  Observation 
cases 

To 

als 

Source 

M 

F 

C 

Total 

M 

F 

C 

Tot 

M 

F 

C 

Total 

General 

Practitioner 

14 

3 

1 

18 

117 

56 

34 

207 

131 

59 

35 

225 

Mass 

Radiography 

8 

3 

1 

12 

15 

4 

5 

24 

23 

7 

6 

36 

Contacts  . . 

0 

2 

4 

6 

22 

32 

77 

131 

22 

34 

81 

137 

Other 

6 

2 

1 

9 

5 

3 

9 

17 

11 

5 

10 

26 

Totals 

28 

10 

7 

45 

159 

95 

125 

379 

187 

105 

132 

424 

Contacts  examined  in  5  years,  ig^o  to  ig$4-. 


Year 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Totals 

Cases 

Notified 

T.B. 

Contacts 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Contacts 
found  to  be 
Tuberculous 

1950 

34 

49 

48 

131 

65 

2-02 

4  (3-05%) 

1951 

39 

65 

87 

191 

77 

2-48 

1  (0-52%) 

1952 

36 

51 

67 

154 

66 

2-33 

3  (1-94%) 

1953 

20 

44 

50 

114 

63 

1  -81 

2  (1-75%) 

1954 

25 

42 

91 

158 

65 

2  43 

5  (3-16%) 

Totals 

154 

251 

343 

743 

336 

2-21 

15  (2-02  °/„) 

Average 

31 

50 

69 

150 

67 

2-2 

3  (2  00%) 

1955 

22 

34 

81 

137 

55 

2-5 

6  (4-37%) 
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Movements  of 

Patients  in  and  out 

of  Oldbury. 

Year 

Transfers  in 

Transfers  out 

1953 

8 

16 

1954 

19 

13 

1955 

20 

16 

Total  3  years 

47 

45 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis  during  the  years  1945  to  1955. 


Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases 


Year 

Total 

Sex 

0-15 
Ye  ars 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  Years 
&  over 

1945 

50 

Male 

32 

1 

6 

11 

7 

5 

2 

Female 

18 

2 

7 

5 

3 

1 

1946 

81 

Male 

54 

2 

19 

13 

5 

10 

5 

Female 

27 

4 

11 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1947 

55 

Male 

32 

5 

7 

3 

9 

3 

5 

Female 

23 

4 

10 

2 

5 

2 

1948 

59 

Male 

35 

4 

15 

4 

6 

2 

4 

Female 

24 

6 

7 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1949 

65 

Male 

44 

6 

7 

5 

8 

7 

11 

Female 

21 

1 

6 

6 

7 

1 

1950 

56 

Male 

38 

1 

9 

11 

6 

7 

4 

Female 

18 

4 

4 

6 

4 

1951 

70 

Male 

44 

5 

8 

10 

3 

12 

6 

Female 

26 

6 

11 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1952 

54 

Male 

28 

3 

3 

5 

6 

9 

2 

Female 

26 

2 

6 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1953 

56 

Male 

30 

4 

3 

5 

4 

11 

3 

Female 

26 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

1954 

61 

Male 

37 

3 

12 

9 

4 

3 

6 

Female 

24 

4 

12 

6 

2 

1955 

50 

Male 

31 

3 

4 

6 

5 

3 

10 

Female 

19 

5 

6 

6 

•  • 

2 

Six  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (5  males  and  1 
female)  were  notified  in  1955. 
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Cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Male  Female 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  (260)  284  (187)  205 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  (34)  37  (27)  28 

Figures  for  1954  in  brackets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  in  which  the 
6  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  during  1955.  For 
comparison  the  table  includes  the  corresponding  figures  since  1939. 


Year 

Total 

Death 

Rate 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  years 
&  over 

1939 

28 

•55 

Male 

17 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

Female  1 1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1940 

39 

•77 

Male 

27 

4 

8 

5 

5 

6 

Female  12 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1941 

30 

•59 

Male 

17 

6 

1 

3 

7 

Female  13 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1942 

34 

•67 

Male 

22 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

Female  12 

6 

1 

5 

1943 

42 

•83 

Male 

25 

3 

7 

6 

7 

2 

Female  17 

2 

7 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1944 

26 

•52 

Male 

13 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Female  13 

i 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1945 

26 

•52 

Male 

16 

4 

2 

3 

7 

Female  10 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1946 

38 

•73 

Male 

23 

1 

2 

7 

4 

2 

7 

Female  15 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1947 

27 

•51 

Male 

20 

4 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Female  7 

1 

3 

3 

1948 

15 

•28 

Male 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Female  7 

2 

2 

3 

1949 

28 

•52 

Male 

16 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

3 

Female  12 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1950 

13 

•24 

Male 

8 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Female  5 

3 

1 

1 

1951 

15 

•27 

Male 

12 

3 

3 

6 

Female  3 

2 

1 

1952 

13 

•24 

Male 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Female  5 

•  • 

2 

3 

1953 

11 

•20 

Male 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Female  5 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1954 

12 

•22 

Male 

10 

1 

1 

8 

Female  2 

2 

1955 

6 

-11 

Male 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Female  1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES — 1955  Analysis  of  Additions  and  Deletions. 


• 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  (years) 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION 

C/5 

_] 

< 

H 

O 

H 

u 

aJ 

<U 

u 

<v 

"O 

G 

D 

T*- 

f-H 

Ch 

»o 

tH 

rH 

6 

O' 

T“H 

1 

40 

rH 

-7- 

CN 

i 

O 

CN 

CO 

i 

40 

cr 

*7- 

i 

40 

CO 

'7- 

40 

t 

40 

”'7' 

vO 

i 

VO 

40 

m 

J3 

"5. 

13 

u 

G 

(1) 

o 

*4) 

T3 

rt 

O 

u 

« 

TJ 

c 

a 

u 

w 

G 

4) 

V 

u 

o 

•o 

G 

O 

o 

>> 

nt 

G 

ct 

>> 

JU 

u 

13 

G 

■w 

01 

*c 

a 

R 

E 

S 

P 

I 

R 

A 

T 

O 

R 

Y 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-55  ... 

260 

— 

9 

16 

10 

30 

33 

55 

49 

47 

6 

5 

35 

29 

38 

22 

41 

56 

39 

M 

A 

L 

E 

in 

C 

o 

•5 

< 

Primary  Notifications  . 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 
Restored  to  Register... 

Inward  Transfers 

30 

1 

1 

10 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

5 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

7 

C/5 

C 

o 

« 

3 

Q 

Died  . 

Recovered  . 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

5 

4 

9 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

i 

i 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-55 

284 

— 

9 

16 

11 

29 

35 

64 

55 

45 

12 

8 

31 

38 

47 

23 

43 

58 

44 

F 

E 

M 

A 

L 

E 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-55  ... 

187 

— 

10 

12 

12 

33 

42 

38 

26 

12 

1 

1 

24 

20 

29 

19 

28 

38 

29 

</i 

c 

_o 

'O 

T3 

< 

Primary  Notifications 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 
Restored  to  Register... 

Inward  Transfers 

19 

2 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

6 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

in 

c 

o 

<u 

3 

a 

Died  . 

Recovered  . 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Outward  Transfers . 

2 

2 

7 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

*• 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-55 

205 

— 

14 

13 

13 

33 

45 

46 

27 

10 

3 

1 

24 

21 

40 

20 

29 

42 

29 

N 

O 

N 

R 

E 

S 

P 

I 

R 

A 

T 

O 

R 

Y 

M 

A 

L 

E 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-55  ... 

34 

i 

9 

6 

1 

4 

3 

3 

5 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

10 

6 

7 

m 

G 

O 

w 

•5 

'a 

< 

Primary  Notifications 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 
Restored  to  Register... 

Inward  Transfers 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

to 

C 

o 

-*-• 

13 

Q 

Died 

Recovered 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Outward  Transfers . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-55 

37 

i 

9 

8 

1 

3 

5 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

7 

5 

10 

7 

6 

F 

E 

M 

A 

L 

E 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-55  ... 

27 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

— 

3 

4 

7 

— 

5 

3 

5 

in 

a 

o 

*-» 

•5 

< 

Primary  Notifications 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

Restored  to  Register . 

Inward  Transfers 

1 

1 

1 

C/5 

G 

O 

JV 

13 

Q 

Died  . 

Recovered 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Outward  Transfers . 

— 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-55 

28 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

7 

6 

2 

4 

2 

— 

3 

4 

8 

5 

3 

1  5 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION — All  ages  are  those  obtaining  at  date  of  Primary  Notification 
DEATHS — All  the  deaths  removed  from  Register  have  not  actually  occurred  during  1955 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Housing. 

Increased  housing  accommodation  is  still  an  urgent  necessity 
in  the  Borough.  Re-housing  of  tuberculous  cases  continues  to 
merit  top  priority,  but  families  living  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
accommodation  are  also  given  due  consideration. 

The  Housing  Manager  informs  me  that  he  received  295  new 
applications  during  the  year,  divisible  into  the  following  groups: — 

221  with  no  children 
38  with  1  child 
19  with  2  children 
13  with  3  children 
2  with  4  children 
2  with  5  children 

Total  applications  on  Housing  Register  at  31.12.55  were: — 
Sub-Tenants  ...  ...  ...  3,023 

Tenants  ...  ...  ...  859 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  figures: — 
Number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Corporation  ...  73 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  contractors  ...  95 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  Smethwick  Corporation  ...  118 

Number  of  Municipal  houses  and  flats  in  course  of  erection 

at  31-12.55  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  406 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  erected  since  8.5.1945  ...  1,424 

Water  Supply. 

86  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains 
to  standpipes  or  taps  in  yards  serving  two  or  more  houses.  The 
approximate  population  so  served  is  327.  The  remaining  houses 
and  population  in  the  area  receive  water  from  mains  direct  to  indi¬ 
vidual  houses. 
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Specimen  results  of  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst  are  as 
follows: — 


Zone  i.  Zone  2.  Zone  3. 


Physical  Characters 

. . .  Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour  ... 

...  None 

None 

None 

Deposit  ... 

...  None 

None 

None 

PH . 

7-5 

7-7 

7-5 

Chemical  Examination. 


Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at 
ioo°C.)  .  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Solids  in  solution  (Dried  at 


i8o°C.)  . 

325 

340 

325 

Solids  in  solution.  After 
ignition 

290 

300 

290 

Chlorine  expressed  as  chloride 

45 

30 

37 

Hardness — non-carbonate 

65 

95 

80 

Hardness — carbonate 

125 

*45 

115 

Hardness,  total 

190 

240 

195 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.08 

0.06 

0.09 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

3-7 

7.2 

4-5 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

27°C.  (N/80  Permanganate)  0.66 

0.80 

0.80 

Toxic  Metals  ... 

None 

None 

None 

detected 

detected 

detected 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Note. — To  convert  the  above  parts  per  million  to  grains  per 
gallon,  multiply  by  0.07. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
bacilli: — 


In  two  days  at  37°C.  ...  Nil  per 

100  m.l. 
Nil  per 
100  m.l. 


Nil  per  Nil  per 

100  m.l.  100  m.l. 

Nil  per  Nil  per 

100  m.l.  100  m.l. 


Faecal  Coli  Type 
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SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Chief  Statistics,  1955. 

Registrar  General’s  figures. 

Total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year'  ...  ...  731 

Total  number  of  stillbirths  during  the  year  ...  ...  17 

Live  birth-rate  13.40  per  thousand  population.  (Standardised 
birth-rate  12.86). 

Stillbirth  rate  22.72  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  3.14  per  cent,  of  the  total  live 
births  in  the  area. 

Infant  mortality:  16  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  This 
represents  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  21.88  per  thousand  live 
births. 


Births. 

The  total  of  731  live  births  is  divisible  into  375  boys  and  356 
girls,  giving  a  live  birth  rate  of  13.40  per  thousand  estimated 
population. 

Of  the  731  live  births,  23  were  illegitimate  (16  boys  and  7 
girls).  Two  illegitimate  stillbirths  were  notified. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  17  stillbirths  registered  during  1955  giving  a  still¬ 
birth  rate  of  22.72  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.31  still¬ 
births  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1954, 
when  the  number  of  stillbirths  was  12:  the  stillbirth  rate  15.85  per 
thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.22  stillbirths  per  thousand 
population. 


Premature  Births. 

Notification  of  birth  cards  provide  information  about  babies 
weighing  5^-lbs.  or  less  at  birth. 


22 


23 


Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  16  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  12 
of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  This  is 
equivalent  to  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  21.88  per  thousand  live 
births. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  twelve  years  are: — 


1942 

...  46  deaths 

or  46.51  per  thousand  live  births 

1943 

■■•45  >> 

or  41.02 

ft  ft 

1944 

...  4°  >> 

or  37.18 

ft  t  t 

1945 

...  34  » 

or  33-59 

>r  ft 

1946 

...  36  ,, 

or  35.80 

ft  ft 

1947 

...  38 

or  36.22 

ft  ft 

1948 

...  38 

or  41.34 

ft  ft 

1949 

...  30  „ 

or  34.12 

ft  ft 

1950 

...  25  ,, 

or  30.30 

tt  ft 

1951 

...  19  .* 

or  24.51 

ft  1 1 

1952 

...  18  „ 

or  24.09 

ft  ft 

1953 

...  25  „ 

or  31.05 

ft  1  t 

1954 

...  22 

or  29.53 

ft  tr 

An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  will  be  found  in 
the  following  table: — 


Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1955 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 

of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death 

Days 

Total 

under 

1 

week 

Weeks 

Total 

under 

4 

wks 

Months 

Total 

under 

1 

year 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

5-6 

1-2 

3-4 

1-2 

4-5 

5-6 

9-10 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Asphyxia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Congenital 

Heart 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Hydrops 

Foetalis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Multiple  Cong. 

Malform. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

5 

1 

3 

1 

:  10 

1 

1 

1  12 

1 

1 

1 

1  16  j 
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Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

The  following  tabic  gives  the  Oldbury  and  the  England  and 
Wales  Rates  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Stillbirth 

Rate 

(Per  1,000  Total  Births) 

Neonatal  Mortality 
Rate 

(Per  1,000  Live  Births) 

Perinatal  Mortality 
Rate 

(Per  1,000  Total  Births) 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

Oldbury 

England 
and  Wales 

1955 

22-72 

23-2 

16-41 

17-3 

38-77 

40-1 

1954 

15-85 

23-5 

24-16 

17-7 

39-63 

40-8 

1953 

27-77 

22-5 

16-14 

17-7 

43-47 

39-6 

1952 

19-68 

22-7 

14-72 

18-3 

34-12 

40-6 

1951 

17-74 

23  0 

16-77 

18-8 

34-21 

41-4 

1950 

20-19 

22-7 

24-24 

18-5 

43-94 

40-7 

1949 

18-97 

22-7 

21-61 

19-3 

40-16 

41-5 

1948 

13-94 

23-2 

22-85 

19-7 

36-48 

42-4 

1947 

26-90 

24-1 

19-06 

22-7 

45-45 

46-2 

1946 

26-21 

27-2 

17-94 

24-5 

43-68 

50-7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births. 

The  Illegitimate  Live  Birth  Rate  shows  a  decrease  on  the  fig¬ 
ure  for  the  previous  year. 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

%  of  Total  Live 
Births 

1955 

23 

.42 

3-14 

1954 

25 

.46 

3-35 

1953 

32 

•59 

3-97 

1952 

27 

•50 

3.61 

I95i 

28 

•52 

3-54 

1950 

38 

.70 

4-5i 

1949 

44 

.824 

5.26 

1948 

30 

.562 

3.26 

1947 

36 

.685 

3-43 

1946 

53 

1.023 

5-14 

1945 

54 

1.079 

5.21 

1944 

28 

•557 

2.52 

1943 

3i 

.618 

2-73 

1942 

23 

.469 

2.24 

1941 

18 

•364 

2.08 

1940 

13 

.266 

i-37 

25 


Materna.  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  during  1955. 

Midwives  Act,  1936. 

An  indication  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Domiciliary  Mid¬ 
wives  during  the  year  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  table: — 


Year 

CONFINEMENTS 

C/3 

4) 

Domiciliary  cases  wholly 

Breast  Fed  at  14th  day 

Natal 

Visits 

DOCTO 

No 

Present 

at 

Delivery 

R  BOO 

Y 

Presc 

Deli 

KED 

es 

nt  at 
very 

Total 

03 

x: 

8 

Q 

15 

*£ 

C/3 

O 

X 

before  14th  d; 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Cases 

Visits 

Ante 

Post 

1954 

1953 

— 

17 

41 

40 

42 

218 

242 

275 

325 

338 

254 

926 

687 

218 

214 

2124 

2328 

26 

22 

1955 

— 

16 

21 

261 

298 

314 

989 

218 

1482 

2 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

This  service  was  made  available  to  all  expectant  mothers  from 
May,  1948.  Out  of  298  domiciliary  cases,  187,  or  62.7  per  cent, 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  during  the  year,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  72.7  per  cent,  in  1954. 

Notifications  Received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 


practising  in  the  Borough: — 

Sending  for  medical  aid  ...  ...  82 

Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  27 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  ...  3 

Death  of  mother  and/or  child  ...  1 

Laying  out  of  dead  ...  ...  1 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  2  cases  during  the  year. 

MEDICAL  AID. 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  Midwives  on  82  occasions  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  and  a  summary  of  the  requests  received  is 
set  out  on  next  page.  In  81  instances  a  Medical  Practitioner  had 
arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service. 
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Mother — 

Torn  perineum 
Enlarged  breast 
Rise  of  temperature 
Breast  abscess 
Haemorrhage — Ante-Partum 
Haemorrhage — Post-Partum 
Delayed  labour 
Toxaemia 

Retained  placenta  ... 

Other  causes 


3i 

1 

5 

2 

3 

1 

8 

2 


3 

9 


Total  ...  65 


Child- 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cyanosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Discharging  eyes  ...  ...  ...  8 

Mongolism  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abnormality  of  penis  ...  ...  1 

Melocna  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  17 


Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 


The  total  number  of  births  notified  as  having  occurred  in 
Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough  was  462. 


Living. 


Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich  ...  288 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  ...  13 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Selly  Oak...  11 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  ...  2 

St.  Chad’s  Hospital  ...  ...  99 

Sorrento  Maternity  Hospital  ...  1 

Heathfield  Maternity  Hospital  ...  1 

Women’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  ...  1 

R.A.F.  Hospital,  Cosford  ...  ...  1 

Selly  Oak  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Mary  Stevens’  Maternity  Home  ...  3 

Lordswood  Maternity  Home  ...  4 

Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  ...  2 

Poplars  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  19 

Other  private  addresses  ...  ...  2 

Ambulance  ...  ...  ...  I 


Stillborn. 

10 


1 

I 


450  12 


Totals 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  respective  clinics  were  as  follows: — 


Oldbury 

Langley 

Warley 

Totals 

1954 

1955 

1954 

1955 

1954 

1955 

1954 

1955 

Number  of  Sessions 

27 

26 

26 

26 

25 

26 

78 

78 

New  Ante-Natal 
Cases  . . 

47 

59 

81 

80 

40 

57 

168 

196 

Total  attendances 

231 

200 

367 

292 

181 

172 

779 

664 

Average  per  Ses¬ 
sion 

8-5 

7-7 

141 

11-2 

7-2 

6-6 

9.9 

8-5 

Hospital  booking 
only 

72 

99 

100 

115 

50 

72 

222 

286 

The  number  of  196  new  cases  is  26.2  per  cent,  of  the  total 
registered  births  for  the  district. 

Routine  blood  samples  for  the  investigation  of  the  Rhesus 
Factor,  Wasserman  Reaction  and  Haemoglobin  estimation  are  now 
taken  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained 
undoubtedly  justify  the  continuance  of  this  procedure.  This  ser¬ 
vice  is  available  to  the  patients  of  General  Practitioners  on  request. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  three  clinics  at  Langley,  Oldbury  and  Warley  continued 
to  serve  the  Borough  throughout  the  year.  Two  sessions  per  week 
were  held  at  Langley  and  Warley,  and  one  session  per  week  at 
Oldbury. 

567  babies  under  the  age  of  1  year  attended  the  Clinics  for  the 
first  time.  This  represented  77.5  per  cent,  of  the  registered  live 
births.  19  children  between  1  and  2  years  and  59  children  between 
the  age  of  2  and  5  years  attended  the  Clinics  for  the  first  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  attendances  at  the 
three  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Attendances  are,  on  the  whole,  disappointing,  but  this  is  now 
largely  due  to  the  obligation  of  Doctors  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  to  carry  out  routine  post-natal  examinations  on 
their  Maternity  cases. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  16,656  visits  were  made  to  homes  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  754  sessions  were  taken  up  by  attendance  at  Ante-Natal 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


The  work  undertaken  by  the  Health  Visitors  can  be  summar¬ 
ised  as  follows: — 


First  visits 

Total  visits 

Expectant  Mothers 

329 

365 

Children  under  1  year  of  age  ... 

729 

4-459 

Children  age  1  and  under  2  years 

— 

2,853 

Children  age  2  and  under  5  years 

— 

6,605 

Tuberculosis  households 

— 

10 

Other  cases 

— 

656 

Ineffective  visits 

— 

1,708 

Total 

16,656 

No.  of  children  under  5  years  visited  during  1955 

3,803 

No.  of  families  or  households  visited  during  1955 

3,298 

Voluntary  Committees. 

A  Voluntary  Committee  operates  at  each  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
and  they  render  valuable  social  and  clerical  service  to  the  commun¬ 
ity.  Their  efforts  in  maintaining  the  happy  relationship  at  our 
clinics  and  successfully  arranging  social  functions  in  the  form  of 
outings,  sales  of  work  and  competitions  are  very  much  appreciated. 


Sale  of  Dried  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  dried  milk  and  other  foods  to  the  value  of 
£1,655  I4S-  id.  were  sold  at  the  Welfare  Clinics. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  formerly  undertaken  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  continued  during  the  year  from  the  Infant  Wei- 
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fare  Clinics  and  also  from  the  Central  Depot  established  at  the 
Offices,  Greenwood  Avenue,  Langley,  Oldbury. 

During  the  year  the  following  items  were  distributed: — 


National  Dried  Milk — Full  Cream 

Half  Cream 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamin  A  and  D  Tablets  ... 
Orange  Juice 


13,253  tins 
191  tins 
4,546  bottles 
1,624  packets 
22,569  bottles 


Medical  Inspection  of  Pre-School  Children 
between  3  and  5  years  of  age. 

1  he  following  is  a  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspec¬ 
tions  during  1955: — 

Number  of  children  examined — 48. 


Found  to  be  of  good  nutrition 

A  .. 

•  30 

62.5% 

Found  to  be  of  fair  nutrition 

B  .. 

.  18 

37-5% 

Found  to  be  of  poor  nutrition 

C  .. 

— 

Total  .. 

.  48 

Defects  found  and  referred  for  treatment: — 


Skin  ...  .  — 

Eye  Defects  ...  ...  2 

Ear  Defect  ...  ...  — 

Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Speech  ...  ...  — 

Psychological  ...  ...  — 

Cervical  Glands  ...  ...  — 


Heart  and  Circulation  ...  — 

Lung  Defect  ...  ...  — 

Developmental  ...  ...  1 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  2 

Nervous  System  ...  ...  — 

Other  Defects  ...  ...  — 


Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

Those  children  attending  the  Welfare  Clinics  noted  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  vision  or  other  eye  conditions  are  sent  to 
Mr.  Guy  F.  G.  Siggins,  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

During  1955,  38  cases  attended  and  the  following  conditions 
were  found  to  have  been  present  in  11  new  cases: — 

Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ptosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Errors  of  Refraction  ...  ...  1 

No  defects  found 
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Pre-School  Children  and  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

Dental  treatment  of  Pre-school  children  was  carried  out  as  in 
previous  years,  70  little  patients  were  treated.  Conservative  treat¬ 
ment  was  carried  out  for  63  teeth.  50  children  were  given  General 
Anaesthetics  for  the  extraction  of  teeth  and  relief  of  pain.  It  is  a 
matter  for  reflection  that  with  proper  hygienic  training  and  better 
dietary  habits  few  of  these  teeth  need  have  been  removed. 

In  September,  an  Evening  Session  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  commenced.  A  gratifying  number  of  mothers  attended  and 
were  made  dentally  fit  by  conservation  or  by  the  extraction  of 
septic  teeth  and  the  fitting  of  dentures.  All  sessions  were  fully 
booked  up.  Indirectly  it  is  hoped  that  the  treatment  of  these 
mothers  will  promote  dental  care  in  the  pre-school  child. 

Expectant  and  Children  under 

Nursing  Mothers  five  years 


New  Patients:  Examined 

32 

74 

Requiring  treatment 

32 

70 

Patients  Treated:  First  visits  ... 

3i 

70 

Subsequent  visits 

50 

16 

Made  dentally  fit 

14 

47 

Scale  and  gum  treatment 

11 

— 

Fillings 

48 

28 

Silver  nitrate  treatment 

4 

35 

Crowns  or  inlays 

2 

— 

Extractions 

97 

139 

General  anaesthetics 

6 

50 

Dentures  provided:  Full 

3 

— 

Partial 

1 

— 

Radiographs 

9 

— 

Family  Planning. 

The  Oldbury  and  District  Family  Planning  Association  con¬ 
tinued  their  sessions  at  the  Hollies  Clinic  each  Wednesday  from 
6-30 — 7-30  p.m.  but  from  January  1st,  1956,  the  Clinic  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Warley  Clinic,  Bleakhouse  Road,  Warley. 

186  patients  attended  during  the  year,  the  source  of  reference 


is  set  out  in  the  following  aoble: — 

Source 

Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  ...  ...  42 

Local  Doctors  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Other  Patients  already  attending  ...  ...  39 

Newspaper  advertisement  read  by  ...  ...  8 

Transferred  from  other  clinics  ...  ...  20 

Notice  in  Health  Brochure  ...  ...  6 

Referred  by  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  3 

Source  not  stated  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 
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MOAT  ROAD  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  Day  Nursery  fills  a  very  real  need  in  the  Borough.  The 
majority  of  children  in  attendance  are  admitted  on  social  grounds 
and  ordinarily  would  be  deprived  of  normal  home  life. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendance  during  1955. 


Number  of  Attendances 

Average  Attendances 

Weekday 

Weekday 

Under 

2  years 

Over 

2  years 

Under 

2  years 

Over 

2  years 

January 

50 

308 

2-38 

14-66 

February  . . 

59 

285 

2-95 

14-25 

March 

62 

331 

2-69 

14-39 

April 

22 

186 

1-38 

11-62 

May 

33 

261 

1-65 

13-05 

June 

27 

332 

1-22 

15-09 

July . 

40 

331 

1-90 

15-76 

August 

36 

276 

2  00 

15-33 

September  . . 

92 

291 

4-18 

13-22 

October 

87 

313 

4-14 

14-90 

November  . . 

76 

256 

3-45 

11-64 

December 

83 

176 

4-88 

10-35 

Totals  . . 

667 

3346 

2-74 

13-76 

Home  Nursing. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  equivalent  whole-time  nursing  staff 
was  6J.  The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  year: — 


Cases 

Attended 

Visits 

Paid 

Medical . 

441 

15,362 

Surgical  . . 

82 

3,075 

Infectious  Disease 

2 

13 

Tuberculosis  . 

22 

664 

Maternal  Complications 

9 

48 

Other  Cases  . 

— 

— 

Total  . 

556 

19,162 

Age  of  Patient  Over  65 

250 

12,957 

at  must  Visit  Under  5 

16 

167 

Patients  who  had  More  than 
24  Visits  in  Year 

164 

13,684 
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Home  Helps. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  local  branch  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  and  during  the  year  domestic  help  was  provided 
in  io  maternity  cases,  3  tuberculosis  cases,  17  chronic  sick  cases 
and  91  domestic  cases.  There  were  24  part-time  and  1  whole-time 
Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Vaccination. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  past  seven  years: — 


Year 

Under 

1  year 

Age 

1-4 

years 

Group 

5-14 

years 

1 5  years 
&  over 

Clinic 

General 

Practitioner 

Total 

1949 

118 

75 

8 

7 

20 

188 

208 

1950 

191 

15 

5 

13 

42 

182 

224 

1951 

245 

26 

4 

8 

127 

156 

283 

1952 

219 

11 

4 

8 

121 

121 

242 

1953 

245 

16 

14 

9 

138 

146 

284 

1954 

239 

12 

7 

9 

115 

152 

267 

1955 

217 

17 

10 

6 

126 

124 

250 

Immunisation. 

In  all  723  children  were  immunised  in  1955,  500  under  5  years 
of  age  and  223  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  and  in  addition  1,225 
reinforcing  injections  were  given,  mainly  to  children  aged  5  and 
9  years. 

Details  of  the  state  of  Immunisation  at  the  31st  December, 
1955,  are  shown  in  Tables  IVa  and  IVb. 


Borough  Ambulance  Service. 

During  the  year  9,451  ordinary  cases,  560  accident  cases,  7,944 
children  to  the  occupational  centre,  and  290  maternity  cases  were 
transported.  The  total  mileage  covered  was  66,109. 

The  vehicles  include  2  Austin  "  Welfarer  ”  Ambulances,  1 
Austin  “  Sheerline,”  1  Austin  Sitting  Case  Ambulance,  and  1 
Morris  Ambulance. 

The  accident  cases  can  be  divided  into: — 

284  Road  accidents 
104  Works 
128  Home 
44  School  ,, 

Personnel  at  the  Ambulance  Station  are  on  duty  from  8  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.  and  on  call  on  rota  from  6  p.m.  to  8  a.m.  The  number 
of  cases  transported  between  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  throughout  the 
year  was  17,373  and  872  between  6  p.m.  and  8  a.m. 


TABLE  I. — Corrected  Notifiable  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  igS5- 
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TABLE  III. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality — IQS5 • 
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Wales  Oldbury 

MATERNAL  CAUSES,  excluding  Abortion  . .  . .  . .  . .  0-54  0  00 

DUE  to  Abortion  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  010  1-33 

Total  Maternal  Mortality  .  ..  ..  ..  0-64  1-33 


TABLE  IVa. 
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TABLE  IVb— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  at  31st  December,  1955 


Column  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  II  12  13  14  15  16  17 
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TABLE  V.— VITAL  STATISTICS  SINCE  1891 


Ratf.s  per  1,000  Est.  Population 


YEARS 

Population 
(R  G’s  Mid. 
Year  Est.) 

Live 
Birth  ♦ 

Death  * 

Pht 

De/ 

HISIS 

VTHS 

Mortality 
Rate  (per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

Matern¬ 

al 

Mortal¬ 

ity 

Still 

Birth 

Oldbury 

F..&W. 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

No. 

Rate 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

Old¬ 

bury 

Old¬ 

bury 

E.&W. 

1891—1895 

21,331 

40-82 

30-5 

21-33 

18-7 

89 

•8344 

201-8 

151 

1896—1900 

25,375 

37-82 

29-3 

16-80 

17-7 

94 

•7411 

216-5 

156 

1901—1905 

25,798 

36-28 

28-2 

17-45 

16-0 

77 

•5969 

175-0 

138 

1906—1910 

28,580 

35-75 

26-3 

17-04 

14-7 

118 

•8257 

147-1 

117 

1911—1915 

33,856 

30-12 

23-6 

15-47 

14-3 

115 

•6793 

137-6 

110 

1916—1920 

38,277 

23-47 

20-1 

12-77 

14-4 

162 

•8464 

104-1 

90 

1921 

37,700 

26-4 

22-4 

11-5 

12-1 

31 

•8222 

101-0 

83 

7-04 

2 

38,390 

24-8 

20-6 

11-6 

12-9 

31 

•8074 

69-0 

77 

315 

3 

39,970 

23-5 

19-7 

11-1 

11-6 

21 

•5388 

78-0 

69 

3-27 

4 

40,050 

21-9 

18-8 

9-5 

12-2 

30 

•7490 

68-0 

75 

4-56 

5 

40,740 

22-1 

18-3 

10-8 

12-2 

34 

•8344 

70-0 

75 

4-43 

6 

42,080 

20-4 

17-8 

9-7 

11-6 

27 

•6415 

55-8 

70 

116 

7 

43,120 

19-4 

16-7 

11-2 

12-3 

22 

•5102 

88-4 

69 

2-38 

8 

33,760 

21-7 

16-7 

11-1 

11-7 

29 

•8589 

67-8 

65 

3-64 

9 

34,190 

21-7 

16-3 

12-6 

13-4 

19 

•5557 

99-7 

74 

4-04 

1930 

35,000 

21-5 

16-3 

10-8 

11-4 

36 

1  -0285 

43-9 

60 

7-80 

1 

36,370 

20-8 

15-8 

11-1 

12-3 

21 

•5773 

68-6 

66 

3-86 

2 

37,660 

19-4 

15-3 

10-1 

12-0 

21 

•5576 

91-5 

65 

7-87 

3 

39,560 

17-4 

14-4 

10-5 

12-3 

23 

•5813 

89-7 

64 

2-83 

4 

40,720 

19-2 

14-8 

10-4 

11-8 

29 

•7121 

64-0 

59 

2-43 

5 

41,900 

18-9 

14-7 

9-7 

11-7 

31 

•7398 

65-6 

57 

2-40 

6 

42,990 

19-6 

14-8 

10-28 

12-1 

35 

•8141 

55-6 

59 

0-00 

7 

44,450 

18-94 

14-9 

11-09 

12  4 

25 

•5624 

65-32 

58 

2-24 

8 

45,450 

19-88 

15-1 

10-42 

11-6 

30 

•6600 

56-41 

53 

3-19 

9 

47,000 

18-51 

15-0 

9-96 

12-1 

28 

•5956 

64-59 

50 

3-31 

1940 

48,700 

18-74 

14-6 

11-17 

14-3 

39 

•8008 

49-34 

55 

4-20 

38-94 

36-1 

1 

49,390 

16-94 

14-2 

9-98 

12  9 

30 

•6074 

70-47 

59 

1-15 

33-48 

34-4 

2 

49,530 

19-97 

15-8 

9-63 

11-6 

34 

•6864 

46-51 

49 

2-92 

37-00 

33-0 

3 

50,100 

21-89 

16-5 

9-84 

12-1 

42 

•8382 

41-02 

49 

1-84 

35-18 

30-2 

4 

50,220 

21-42 

17-6 

8-86 

11-6 

26 

•5176 

37-18 

46 

2-70 

29-75 

27-7 

5 

50,040 

20-22 

16-1 

9-03 

11-4 

26 

•5194 

33-59 

46 

1-93 

23-16 

27-6 

6 

51,890 

19-32 

19-1 

9-55 

11-5 

38 

•7322 

35-89 

43 

0-00 

26-21 

27-2 

7 

52,510 

19-97 

20-5 

9-54 

12-0 

27 

•5141 

36-22 

41 

2-78 

26-90 

24-1 

8 

53,350 

17-22 

17-9 

8-90 

10-8 

15 

•2811 

41-34 

34 

2-14 

13-94 

23-2 

9 

53,380 

16-46 

16-7 

13-12 

11-7 

28 

•5245 

34-12 

32 

2-23 

18-97 

22-7 

1950 

53,820 

14-86 

15-8 

12-65 

11-6 

13 

•2415 

30-30 

29-8 

1-18 

20-19 

22-7 

1951 

53,740 

13-84 

15-5 

12-36 

12-5 

15 

•2791 

24-51 

29-6 

1-26 

17-74 

23-0 

2 

53,790 

13-32 

15-3 

11-96 

11-3 

13 

•2416 

24-09 

27-6 

0  00 

19-68 

22-7 

3 

53,820 

14-35 

15-5 

10-45 

11-4 

11 

•2043 

3105 

26-8 

1  -20 

27.77 

22-5 

4 

54,030 

13-23 

15-2 

11-75 

11-3 

12 

•2220 

29-53 

25-5 

1-32 

15.85 

23-5 

5 

54,550 

12-86 

15-0 

12-43 

11-7 

6 

•1099 

21-88 

24-9 

1-33 

22-72 

23-2 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  Births 


*  These  rates  are  standardised  as  follows: — 

Live  Births  from 
Deaths  from 


1950 

1949 


■ 


♦ 
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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  Annual  Report  of 
work  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  my  Department  for  the  year  1955. 

Housing. 

The  number  of  subtenants  and  overcrowded  families  on  the 
live  register  of  applicants  for  municipal  dwellings  continues  to  in¬ 
crease.  This  number  amounted  to  3,023  at  the  end  of  the  year,  an 
increase  of  131  above  the  figure  for  1954. 

It  is  disappointing  to  record,  however,  the  erection  of  only 
286  new  dwellings  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  Of  this  total, 
the  figure  of  73  built  by  the  Council  is  a  further  decrease  on  the 
disappointing  figure  of  82  for  1954. 

The  relatively  large  number  of  dwellings  of  all  types  which 
were  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year  is,  however,  more 
encouraging  to  the  veiy  many  unfortunate  families  without  decent 
homes. 

Repairs  to  houses. 

In  view  of  the  ever  increasing  building  costs  and  the  low  rents 
of  the  majority  of  tenanted  houses  in  the  Borough,  and  despite  the 
redeployment  of  two  Inspectors  practically  full-time  on  the  exten¬ 
sive  Slum  Clearance  Survey  required  for  the  purpose  of  formulat¬ 
ing  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme,  the  number  of 
houses  repaired  during  the  year  may  be  considered  fairly  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

Owing  to  the  “reasonable  expense’’  provisions  in  Section  9 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  the  difficulties  in  utilising  that  Act 
for  repairs  to  the  poorer  dwellings  (the  net  rents  of  which  are 
almost  invariably  very  low)  have  in  no  way  diminished  and  in 
only  one  case  was  a  notice  served  under  the  above  Section  during 
the  year. 

Recourse  had  therefore  necessarily  to  be  made  again  to  the 
Nuisance  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  have, 
however,  been  enforced  with  satisfactory  results  in  the  post-war 
years.  Only  in  one  case  were  legal  proceedings  necessary  for  non- 
compliance  with  an  Abatement  Notice  and  these  were  completely 
successful. 
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It  is  a  somewhat  sad  reflection  upon  the  changed  times  in 
which  we  live  when  one  remembers  the  large  scale  of  house  im¬ 
provement  and  repair  that  went  on  before  the  last  war.  In  those 
days  many  were  the  enquiries  that  were  made  by  owners  following 
action  under  Section  n  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  regarding  im¬ 
provement  schemes  at  considerable  expense  as  an  alternative  to 
demolition  or  closing.  At  that  time  property  ownership  was  re¬ 
garded  as  something  of  an  investment,  whereas  nowadays  the 
wheel  has  turned  full  circle  and  the  enquiry  is  more  often  as  to 
when  the  property  is  likely  to  be  “  condemned  ”  to  relieve  the 
owner  of  his  responsibility  for  repair. 

The  low  rentals  of  today  appear  to  be  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  cost  of  repairs  and  it  is  obvious  that  many  properties  are  fast 
deteriorating  into  the  future  slums,  a  process  that  will  be  acceler¬ 
ated  unless  something  is  done  in  the  way  of  rent  reform. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Only  12  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
— all  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  After  June,  1955,  no  applica¬ 
tions  whatever  were  received. 

4  applications  by  owners  for  revocation  of  certificates  of  dis¬ 
repair  were  granted,  all  the  required  work  having  been  carried  out. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  only  these  four  properties  have  been  repaired  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  Act,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  only 
too  clear  that  these  provisions,  whose  purpose  was  so  laudable,  had 
foundered  on  the  rock  of  inadequate  financial  inducement.  It 
must  be  recognised  that,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  the  increase 
in  rent  allowed  by  the  Act  has  been  totally  inadequate  to  induce 
owners  to  put  the  properties  into  that  state  of  “good  repair’’  which 
the  Act  requires. 

Slum  Clearance. 

The  extensive  housing  survey  under  Section  1  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  was  completed  during  the  year  and 
is  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  Report.  The  survey  largely  con¬ 
firmed  my  opinion  that  the  slum  clearance  problem  in  the  district 
was  indeed  formidable. 

The  figure  of  almost  1,100  houses  provisionally  classed  as  un¬ 
fit  for  human  habitation  and  scheduled  for  demolition  or  closing, 
out  of  a  total  of  over  15,000  dwellings  in  the  Borough  is  consider¬ 
able,  and  has  presented  the  Council  with  a  problem  of  considerable 
magnitude.  The  percentage  of  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough  is 
therefore  approximately  the  same  as  that  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 

The  Council,  after  due  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
in  the  district,  thought  it  wise  to  formulate  a  programme  to  deal 
with  the  Slum  Clearance  problem  over  a  period  of  15  years  and  the 
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first  year’s  programme  for  the  clearance  of  123  houses  was  launched 
on  the  1st  September,  1955. 

When  one  bears  in  mind  the  extremely  modest  standard  of  fit¬ 
ness  of  housing  accommodation  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  excludes  the  provision  of  bathrooms, 
and  even  such  necessary  items  as  fuel  stores,  artificial  lighting,  etc., 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  there  are  of  necessity  a  substantial  num¬ 
ber  of  the  older,  structurally  sound  houses  the  standard  of  which 
is  obviously  above  the  "slum”  level  but  which  are  seriously  defi¬ 
cient  in  amenities  such  as  bathrooms,  hot  water,  adequate  heating, 
etc.,  all  of  which  are  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  full  life.  The 
problem  of  the  provision  of  such  facilities  is  referred  to  elsewhere 
in  this  Report. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  start  was  made  with  two  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas,  Orders  for  both  of  which  were,  however,  not  formally 
made  until  early  in  1956.  Action  to  secure  the  demolition  or  clos¬ 
ing  of  individual  properties  under  Section  n  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953,  resulted  in  Demolition  Orders  being  made 
in  respect  of  17  houses  and  Closing  Orders  relating  to  3  houses. 
29  houses  were  demolished  and  3  houses  were  closed  in  pursuance 
of  individual  Orders  made  either  during  the  year  in  question  or  the 
previous  year. 

Overcrowding. 

Despite  the  increasing  demand  for  new  Council  dwellings  from 
ail  quarters,  it  is  again  gratifying  to  record  that  the  Council  con¬ 
tinues  to  give  sympathetic  consideration  to  families  living  in  over¬ 
crowded  conditions. 

21  cases  of  overcrowding  involving  the  rehousing  of  88  per¬ 
sons  were  relieved  during  the  year  out  of  a  total  of  84  new  cases 
reported. 

Although  the  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  at 
present  renders  the  introduction  of  a  better  and  higher  legal  stan¬ 
dard  of  overcrowding  inopportune,  such  a  standard  should  be  sub¬ 
stituted  at  the  earliest  opportunity  for  the  deplorably  low  standard 
to  which  Local  Authorities  now  have  to  have  regard.  There  is,  in 
my  opinion,  no  moral  justification  for  the  legal  sanction  of  the  use 
of  living  rooms  as  bedrooms,  and  a  bedroom  standard  only  should 
be  given  the  force  of  law. 

Improvement  Grants. 

37  applications  for  such  grants  were  received  during  the  year, 
all  from  owner-occupiers.  Of  the  37  only  1  was  granted,  but  even 
this  scheme  was  not  carried  out  after  approval  of  the  grant  had 
been  given,  the  successful  applicant  having  sold  the  property  in 
the  interim.  Of  the  remainder,  7  were  rejected  and  29  were  not 
pursued  after  initial  inquiries  and  investigation. 
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The  investigation  of  applications  for  grants  involves  consider¬ 
able  time  which  has  to  be  devoted  to  detailed  inspections  of  the 
property,  examination  of  plans  and  suggested  schemes,  interviews 
with  applicants,  etc.,  and  the  somewhat  abortive  results  do  not 
repay  the  expenditure  of  time  incurred. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  improvement  grant  provisions 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  only  1  grant  has  been  made  by  the 
Council.  As  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  the  conditions  laid 
down  in  Section  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  even  though  subs- 
quently  slightly  eased,  are  obviously  so  severe  as  to  deter  appli¬ 
cants  from  pursuing  their  applications.  This  trend,  which  was 
apparent  even  at  the  end  of  1954,  has  increased  and  fears  that  these 
provisions  might  become  ineffective  have  been  confirmed.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  real  attack  on  the  problem  of  bringing  otherwise  sound 
properties  to  a  modern  amenity  standard,  amendments  to  the  exist¬ 
ing  legislation  are  urgently  required. 

The  almost  universal  refusal  on  the  part  of  Building  Societies 
to  allow  an  applicant  whose  property  is  mortgaged  to  accept  a 
grant  from  the  Council,  even  though  the  scheme  is  technically 
sound,  is  also  preventing  large  numbers  of  applicants  from  taking 
advantage  of  a  grant. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  present  position  which 


shows  very  little  change  from  the  previous  year: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  a  public  sewer  ...  15,471 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  lock-up  shops  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  I 

No.  of  lock-up  cafes  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  factories  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  factories  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Note — All  the  premises  not  provided  with  water  closets  have  no 
readily  accessible  public  sewer  available. 

Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  continues  to  be  supplied  with  water 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  is 
chlorinated  but  not  softened. 

Of  the  15,490  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year 
86  only  are  supplied  with  water  from  stand-pipes  or  taps  in  yards 
serving  two  or  more  houses. 

No  new  sources  of  supply  have  been  acquired  during  the  year, 
and  the  supply  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvency,  13  samples  taken  by  the 
Company  and  12  samples  taken  by  the  Department  duiing  the  year 
all  being  free  from  any  detectable  quantities  of  lead. 
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Certain  extensions  to  mains  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  new  housing  estates  and  existing  property. 

12  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  to  the  Borough 
Analyst  and  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis,  with  satisfactory 
results  in  each  case. 

Canals,  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  related  solely  to  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  canals  by  phosphorus  which  was  again  severe  at 
certain  times.  The  matter  was  not  only  referred  to  the  Docks  and 
Inland  Waterways  but  also  taken  up  directly  with  the  Firm,  who 
have  undertaken  to  install  in  1957  an  effluent  treatment  plant  which 
has  proved  successful  at  one  of  the  Company’s  other  factories.  The 
installation  of  this  plant  is  awaited  eagerly  but  with  some  im¬ 
patience,  when  it  is  hoped  that  the  contamination  from  the  major 
source  will  be  eliminated. 

Other  sections  of  canal  which  had  become  very  stagnant  were 
cleansed  by  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  sewage  from  premises  in  the 
Borough  continues  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works, 
The  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Drainage  Board,  The  Tame  and  Rea 
Drainage  Board  and  West  Bromwich  Corporation  (five  premises 
only) . 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

Only  1  dairy  farm  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  2  registered  dairies  remain  in  the  Borough. 
These  figures  contrast  sharply  with  those  for  the  years  immediately 
after  the  First  World  War  when  there  were  over  50  registered 
dairies  in  the  district.  They  are  a  true  reflection  of  the  degree  of 
concentration  of  the  handling  of  loose  milk  which  has  occurred  in 
the  milk  industry  in  the  last  35  years  and  which  has  helped  so 
much  to  protect  the  public  from  milk-borne  diseases.  The  Borough 
is  a  designated  area  for  the  purposes  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tions)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1952,  and  only  designated  milk  is 
sold  in  the  district. 

115  distributors  retailing  only  heat-treated  milk  were  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  was  only  1  licensed  Pasteurising  plant 
in  use  in  the  Borough.  This  is  the  H.T.S.T.  type  and  functioned 
quite  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  1  other  dairy  using  an  old 
“Holder”  pasteurising  plant  ceased  heat-treatment  and  bottling  of 
milk  with  effect  from  the  28th  April,  1955.  The  Firm  now  sells 
only  milk  bottled  in  a  dairy  outside  the  Borough.  The  premises 
in  question,  however,  remained  on  the  register  of  dairies  as  loose 
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cream  continued  to  be  handled  and  filled  in  cartons  and  bottles 
at  the  dairy,  and  problems  associated  with  this  are  referred  to  else¬ 
where  in  this  Report. 

75  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  from  the  2  plants 
during  the  year  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  passed  the 
Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  Tests.  A  sample  of  milk  from 
1  dairy  was  notified  by  an  adjoining  Authority  as  having  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  test  but  on  the  day  that  the  sample  was  taken  the 
atmospheric  shade  temperature  was  well  over  65°F.  and  the  test 
should  have  been  declared  void  in  accordance  with  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions. 

127  samples  of  milk  in  all  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  and  all  were  satisfactory.  129  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis,  1  of  which  (informal)  was  adulterated  by 
the  presence  of  8.7%  extraneous  water.  A  follow-up  formal  sample 
was  genuine  and  a  strong  warning  was  issued  to  the  retailer.  3 
samples  of  raw  milk  taken  for  biological  tests  from  the  sole  dairy 
farm  in  the  Borough  before  delivery  elsewhere  for  heat-treatment 
were  satisfactory. 

51  samples  of  washed  milk  bottles  were  taken  for  cleanliness 
tests,  10  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  Of  these  10,  8  were  taken 
from  the  pasteurising  dairy  which  subsequently  ceased  bottle  wash¬ 
ing  and  which  had  been  using  an  old  obsolescent  washing  machine. 
The  remaining  2  taken  from  the  other  dairy  in  the  Borough  on 
one  occasion  were  due  to  a  mechanical  breakdown  of  the  washing 
machine  which  was  remedied  forthwith. 

Cream. 

39  samples  of  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  of  which  14  were  unsatisfactory.  Of  these 
13  were  separated  at  the  2  dairies  in  the  district  and  1  from  a  dairy 
outside  the  Borough.  In  every  case  the  Methylene  Blue  test  was 
unsatisfactory  and  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms  (including 
faecal  type)  was  recorded.  The  contamination  in  all  cases  was 
post-pasteurisation  and  occurred  in  the  separation,  filling  and  cap¬ 
ping  of  bottles,  cartons,  etc.,  and  obviously  arose  from  unclean 
methods  of  handling.  Despite  intensive  investigations,  control 
sampling,  bacteriological  swabbing,  the  provision  of  better  equip¬ 
ment  by  one  of  the  dairies  and  intensive  education  of  dairy  person¬ 
nel,  the  contamination  had  not  been  entirely  eliminated  and 
occurred  sporadically  at  the  year’s  close. 

There  is  no  legislation  specifying  bacteriological  standards  for 
cream  although  it  is  understood  that  a  Committee  of  Bacteriologists 
and  others  are  actively  considering  the  problem.  A  standard  is 
urgently  required  if  cream  is  to  attain  the  high  bacteriological  stan¬ 
dards  achieved  with  milk,  and  legislation  requiring  only  the  sale 
of  pasteurised  or  sterilised  cream  in  a  Specified  Area  is  long  over¬ 
due  to  remove  what  is  an  obvious  anomaly. 

1  sample  submitted  for  biological  test  was  negative. 
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i8  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  of 
which  2  were  slightly  deficient  in  fat  and  below  the  standard  of 
48%  for  double  or  whipping  cream  laid  down  by  the  Food  Stan¬ 
dards  (Cream)  Order,  1951.  Follow-up  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  the  above  Regulations 
for  1955  was  as  follows: — 

Bottling  Establishments  (Tuberculin  Tested  Milk)  ...  2 

Pasteurising  Plants  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

Retailers  (Pasteurised  31,  Sterilised  105,  Tuberculin 

Tested  26)  ...  ...  .  ...  162 

Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection. 

Meat. 

During  the  year  1  of  the  2  remaining  private  slaughter-houses 
in  the  Borough  was  completely  reconditioned  in  accordance  with  a 
specification  issued  to  the  applicant  and  was  licensed  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  with  effect  from  July,  1955.  Thus,  after  a  lapse  of  almost  16 
years,  private  slaughtering  on  licensed  premises  returned  to  the 
Borough.  A  high  standard  of  renovation  was  achieved  and  the 
premises,  being  somewhat  removed  from  dwelling-houses  and  yet 
within  easy  reach  of  the  town  centre,  are  satisfactory.  Only  the 
owner  has  slaughtered  animals  at  the  premises  and  no  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  has  had  to  be  carried  out  outside  normal  working  hours.  De¬ 
tails  of  the  inspections  are  recorded  in  Table  7. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  during  the  year  on  private 
premises  for  consumption  was  only  5,  all  of  which  were  inspected. 
The  pigs  were  entirely  free  from  disease. 

Other  Foods. 

Several  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  shops,  whole¬ 
sale  premises,  canteens,  etc.,  regarding  unsound  foodstuffs,  mainly 
canned.  Details  of  condemnations  of  food,  which  amounted  to 
over  2  tons,  are  given  in  Table  6. 

Food  Premises. 

Due  to  staff  shortages  and  the  priority  given  to  the  Slum 
Clearance  Survey,  only  a  limited  amount  of  work  on  the  super¬ 
vision  of  food  premises  was  possible.  104  visits  were  made  to 
premises  other  than  dairy  and  ice  cream  premises. 

56  bacteriological  swabs  of  washed  cutlery,  crockery,  equip¬ 
ment,  etc.,  were  taken  from  16  food  premises  and  of  these,  15  swabs 
was  unsatisfactory,  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms  (including 
some  faecal  strains)  being  recorded. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  prem¬ 
ises  in  the  Borough  (particularly  catering  establishments)  leaves 
room  for  considerable  improvement  even  though  the  number  of 
notified  food  poisoning  cases  directly  attributable  to  dirty  food  was 
fortunately  small.  In  the  last  resort  no  amount  of  legislation  will 
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guarantee  clean  food  and  only  education  of  catering  personnel  and 
their  conscientious  handling  of  food  will  effect  the  improvement 
needed. 

This  very  important  duty  of  routine  supervision  of  food  prem¬ 
ises  cannot  be  effectively  carried  out  to  the  level  desired  whilst 
staff  shortage  continues  and  whilst  priority  must  necessarily  be 
given  to  slum  clearance  and  housing  work,  meat  inspection  and  air 
pollution,  all  of  which  arc  so  time-consuming.  Nevertheless, 
limited  improvements  were  effected  to  several  food  premises. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  manufacturers  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  3.  Only  1  of  2  manufacturers  having  small  heat-treatment 
plants  actually  used  the  plant  and  reliance  was  mainly  placed  on 
Complete  Cold  Mixes  which  were  entirely  satisfactory.  All  20 
samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis  were  very  satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  (excluding  ice  cream)  was  244  of  which  8 


were  adulterated. 

Details  of  these  8  are  given 

below : — 

No.  Article 

Formal  or 
Informal 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

1.  Pork  Sausage 

Informal 

Meat  content  55% 
(below  the  recom¬ 
mended  minimum 
of  65%) 

Formal  sample  (3 
below)  adulterated 

2.  Pork  Sausage 

Informal 

Meat  content  61% 
(below  the  recom¬ 
mended  minimum 
of  65%) 

Formal  sample  (5 
below)  adulterated 

3.  Pork  Sausage 

Formal 

Meat  content  56% 
(below  the  recom¬ 
mended  minimum 
of  65%) 

Strong  warning 

issued  to  manufac¬ 
turer  and  advice 
given  on  mixing 
ingredients 

4.  Pork  Sausage 

Informal 

Meat  content  64% 
(below  the  recom¬ 
mended  minimum 
of  65%) 

Warning  issued  to 
manufacturers 

5.  Pork  Sausage 

Formal 

Meat  content  63% 
(below  the  recom¬ 
mended  minimum 
of  65%) 

Strong  warning 

issued  to  manufac¬ 
turers 

6.  Pasteurised 
Milk 

Informal 

Presence  of  8.7% 
extraneous  water 

Formal  sample  gen¬ 
uine.  Warning  to 
retailer 

7.  Whipping 
Cream 

Informal 

Fat  content  46.4% 
(slightly  below  the 
legal  standard  of 
48%  fat) 

Formal  follow-up 

sample  genuine. 
Warning  to  retailer 

8.  Double  Cream 

Informal 

Fat  content  44.5% 
(below  the  legal 
standard  of  48%) 

Formal  follow-up 

samples  and  transit 
samples  genuine. 
Warning  to  retailer 
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On  the  advice  of  the  Town  Clerk  no  action  other  than  admoni¬ 
tory  warnings  was  taken  by  the  Council  in  the  case  of  the  formal 
adulterated  sausage  samples,  as  the  absence  of  a  precise  legal  stan¬ 
dard  appeared  to  preclude  more  stringent  measures. 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  the 
year  are  set  out  in  Table  8.  2  samples  of  fresh  orange  drink  and 

orange  juice  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  were  sterile. 

Administration . 

At  the  end  of  1955  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  had  been  much  publicised 
were  about  to  come  into  force  to  replace  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  had  had  an  unfortunate  history.  This  latter  Act  did 
not  come  into  force  until  after  the  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  and  was 
never  really  enforced  until  after  1945.  Although  certain  provisions 
were  enforced  with  success  but  no  small  difficulty  in  the  immediate 
post-war  years,  the  provisions  dealing  with  food  hygiene  were  soon 
shown  to  be  seriously  inadequate  to  secure  a  satisfactory  standard. 
The  introduction  of  the  new  Regulations  early  in  1956  was  there¬ 
fore  keenly  awaited,  and  time  will  show  whether  hopes  of  an  im¬ 
provement  in  food  hygiene  through  these  new  Regulations  will  be 
realised. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Very  little  work  in  connection  with  the  above  was  possible 
during  the  year.  No  problems  arose  from  the  small  number  of  in¬ 
spections  made. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  offensive  trade  premises  were  again  kept  under  observation 
during  the  year. 

The  additional  condensing  plant  (referred  to  in  my  Report  for 
1954)  for  treating  gases  arising  from  the  rendering  of  edible  animal 
tissues  at  1  factory  was  installed  and  has  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
vapours  which,  although  not  offensive,  proved  sufficiently  objec¬ 
tionable  to  cause  complaints. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  of  offensive  odours 
from  the  other  main  factory  treating  inedible  animal  wastes.  The 
complaints  coincided  with  the  hot  summer  of  1955  and  with  certain 
structural  repairs  which  were  being  carried  out  to  another  part  of 
the  premises  and  which  are  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  Report. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  results  of  these  structural  and  other  im¬ 
provements  in  the  coming  summer  was  awaited. 


Knackers’  Yards. 

During  the  year  works  of  reconstruction  and  repair  were  com¬ 
menced  at  the  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  Borough  to  comply  with  a 
specification  of  work  issued  to  secure  compliance  with  the  new 
Knackers  Yard  Byelaws  which  were  to  come  into  force  on  the  1st 
January,  1956. 
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Although  the  firm  concerned  had  been  allowed  twelve  months 
to  complete  the  works,  at  the  end  of  the  year  such  works  were  by 
no  means  complete  and  the  Council  resolved  to  withhold  the  issue 
of  the  necessary  licence  pending  their  completion. 

The  works  in  question  will  undoubtedly  improve  the  hygiene 
of  the  premises  concerned  but  other  improvements  to  plant  may 
be  required  to  prevent  complaints  arising  from  these  premises. 


Smoke  Abatement  and  Air  Pollution. 

The  main  air  pollution  problems  from  industry  arose,  as  in  the 
previous  year,  from  grit  and  dusts  from  factories  generally,  and 
fumes  from  the  chemical  industries  in  the  town,  and  were  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  extensive  investigation  and  observation  by  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Department. 

I  have  pleasure  in  recording  satisfactory  progress  in  this  field 
and  improvements  effected  as  a  direct  result  of  action  by  the 
Department  are  outlined  in  Table  9. 

The  position  regarding  what  is  possibly  the  largest  single 
source  of  air  pollution  in  the  Borough,  the  emission  at  low  level  of 
phosphorus  fume  from  one  factory,  was,  however,  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  Emissions  of  this  choking  fume  continued  with  vary¬ 
ing  degrees  of  nuisance  but  at  times,  particularly  during  adverse 
meteorological  conditions,  the  air  pollution  over  the  Langley  area 
was  severe  and  gave  rise  to  bitter  complaints.  The  problem  is  a 
complex  one  of  chemical  engineering  and  is  extremely  difficult  but 
is  one  which  must  be  solved  if  the  goal  of  clean  air  over  this  town 
is  to  be  achieved.  Hopes  of  a  speedy  improvement  fostered  by 
pilot  plant  at  one  of  the  firm’s  other  factories  were  severely  damp¬ 
ened  by  reports  of  the  relatively  poor  efficiencies  of  electro-static 
precipitators,  usually  the  most  efficient  of  all  dust  and  fume  arres¬ 
tors.  All  hope  of  attaining  satisfactory  efficiency  with  these  pre¬ 
cipitators  has,  however,  by  no  means  been  abandoned  and  even 
the  level  of  fume  arrestment  reported  would  give  considerable 
amelioration  of  existing  conditions  and  relief  to  the  aged  and 
chronic  sufferers  from  pulmonary  diseases  living  in  the  vicinity. 

Nuisance  from  tarmac  and  asphalt  manufacturing  firms  con¬ 
tinued  to  give  rise  to  complaints  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  following  inadequate  action  and  undertakings  by  one  of 
the  firms,  a  Statutory  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was 
served  on  the  Company  concerned.  The  service  of  this  notice 
evoked  an  immediate  and  favourable  response  from  the  firm  and 
an  undertaking  was  given,  to  the  Department’s  satisfaction,  to  in¬ 
stall  new  plant  and  carry  out  other  works  to  improve  conditions  in 
the  New  Year,  the  results  of  which  will  be  included  in  my  Report 
for  1956. 

No  report  on  air  pollution  would,  however,  be  complete  with¬ 
out  a  reference  to  the  domestic  problem  which  still  accounts  for 
almost  half  of  the  total  pollution.  Domestic  smoke  contains  far 
more  tar  than  industrial  smoke  and,  discharged  as  it  is  at  com- 
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paratively  low  level,  is  the  main  culprit  in  the  formation  of  "smog” 
during  the  winter.  No  attack  on  air  pollution  can,  therefore,  be 
effective  until  the  tarry  domestic  smoke  has  been  abolished.  En¬ 
couraged  by  the  Government  the  Smokeless  Fuels  Manufacturing 
Industries  are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  expand  the  supply  to  the 
domestic  market  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  which,  however,  must  be 
burned  on  improved  appliances,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  learn,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  proposals  in  the  Clean  Air  Bill  to  give 
financial  inducement  to  occupiers  of  domestic  premises  to  install 
new  improved  appliances. 

The  open  fire  which  is  traditionally  liked  by  the  British  people, 
need  not  necessarily  be  abolished  although  its  efficiency  as  a  heat¬ 
ing  appliance  is  extremely  poor,  but  only  smokeless  fuels  to  replace 
bituminous  coal  can  give  us  the  clean  air  which  will  make  con¬ 
gested  urban  areas  such  as  Oldbury  so  much  cleaner  and  healthier. 

What  is,  however,  undoubtedly  required,  is  a  smokeless  fuel 
that  is  no  more  expensive,  or  preferably  is  cheaper  than  bitumin¬ 
ous  coal. 

When  one  remembers  that  valuable  by-products  are  extracted 
from  coal  in  the  manufacture  of  gas  coke,  or  so  we  are  constantly 
reminded,  is  it  not  feasible  that  coke  should  be  at  least  no  more 
expensive  than  coal  and  possibly  a  little  cheaper?  Again,  why 
should  gas  coke,  by  far  the  most  common  solid  smokeless  fuel  in 
use  today,  not  enjoy  a  seasonal  decrease  in  price  as  does  coal  in 
the  summer? 

In  the  answer  to  these  two  questions  it  is  suggested  could  lie 
the  possibility  of  the  general  public  embracing  the  idea  of  domes¬ 
tic  smokelessness  and  a  new  enthusiasm  for  clean  air.  If  by  some 
means  such  a  resolution  in  the  price  of  smokeless  fuel  could  be 
achieved  then  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  coming  task  in  secur¬ 
ing  smoke  controlled  areas  would  be  considerably  lightened,  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Finally  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  sanction  at  an 
early  date  the  installation  of  equipment  for  measuring  the  total  air 
pollution  over  the  Borough.  The  modest  capital  outlay  and  main¬ 
tenance  costs  will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  more  accurate  technical 
knowledge  placed  at  the  Department’s  disposal  and  will  be  a  corol¬ 
lary  to  measuring  equipment  which  industry  may  be  required  to 
keep  by  the  Clean  Air  Act.  The  actual  degree  of  air  pollution 
over  the  Borough  measured  by  such  instruments  may  well  be  a 
shock  to  the  residents  in  the  district. 


Noise. 

No  new  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  during  the 
year. 

Nuisance  from  extensive  emissions  of  noise  from  industrial 
driers  at  one  factory  was  successfully  abated  by  the  installation  of 
sonic  equipment  envisaged  in  the  Report  for  1954- 
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Verminous  Premises. 

All  cases  of  vermin  infestation  discovered  during  the  year  were 
again  speedily  dealt  with,  23  private  houses  and  27  Municipal 
houses  having  been  disinfested  during  the  year. 

Insecticides  based  on  the  chlorinated  hydro-carbons  (D.D.T., 
Benzine  Hexachloride,  etc.)  continued  to  be  used  with  satisfactory 
results,  although  it  would  appear  that  flies  may  be  acquiring  some 
degree  of  immunity  against  these  insecticides.  Cases  of  infesta¬ 
tion  of  structural  woodwork  in  houses  by  wood  beetles  continued 
to  be  dealt  with,  mainly  at  the  owner’s  expense. 

Tenants  of  all  houses  were  disinfestation  is  carried  out  are 
given  advice  on  measures  necessary  to  prevent  re-infestation,  and 
all  private  houses  from  which  the  occupants  are  to  be  re-housed 
into  municipal  houses  are  inspected  and  disinfested  where  neces¬ 
sary. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  work  carried  out  during  the  year  and  outlined  in  Table 
12  was  again  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  and  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  were  almost  identical  with  those  for  the  preceding  year. 

For  dealing  with  surface  infestations  “Warfarin”  poison  in 
oatmeal  was  laid  almost  exclusively,  whilst  the  two  sewer  treat¬ 
ments,  which  again  indicated  a  satisfactory  low  level  of  sewer  in¬ 
festation,  were  carried  out  with  Zinc  Phosphide  in  damp  sausage 
rusk  and  Arsenious  Oxide  in  bread  mash. 

The  problem  of  substituting  “Warfarin”  and  oatmeal  for  the 
former  baits  and  poisons  in  sewer  treatments  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
such  treatments  is  under  experimental  investigation  on  a  national 
scale  but  the  use  of  oatmeal  which  rapidly  deteriorates  in  moist 
conditions  poses  special  problems  in  the  sewers  in  this  district  which 
are  liable  to  infestation  and  the  atmospheres  in  which  are  unfor¬ 
tunately  in  most  cases  heavily  charged  with  moisture  and  chemicals 
making  the  bait  repugnant  to  rats.  Trials  with  “Warfarin”  are, 
however,  being  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  treat¬ 
ments  but  hopes  of  success  are  not  high. 


Public  Swimming  Baths. 

The  water  of  the  two  pools  at  the  Council’s  Swimming  Baths 
in  Vicarage  Road  continued  to  be  sampled  during  the  year. 

8  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination  and,  again  for  the  second  successive  year,  all  were 
satisfactory. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

Collection. 

(a)  Labour. 

During  the  year  labour  difficulties  undoubtedly  presented  the 
most  difficult  problem  of  all.  This  difficulty  arose  from  the  sheer 
impossibility  of  obtaining  sufficient  labour,  even  when  all  men 
were  present  at  work,  to  carry  out  the  work  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal  efficiently  and  regularly.  The  number  of  refuse  col¬ 
lectors  (i.e.  excluding  drivers)  dropped  from  22  at  the  beginning 
to  17  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  days  lost  during  the  year  even  with  this  de¬ 
pleted  labour  force,  amounted  to  the  huge  total  of  1,203  days,  ex¬ 
cluding  holidays,  equivalent  to  all  refuse  collection  personnel, 
drivers  included,  being  away  from  work  for  approximately  10 
weeks. 

It  was,  therefore,  little  wonder  that  collections  were  most  un¬ 
satisfactory,  an  average  collection  of  14!  days  being  recorded  over 
the  whole  district,  varying  from  7  days  to  30  days  when  the  posi¬ 
tion  was  at  its  worst. 

The  position  was  so  bad  in  April  that  an  emergency  bonus 
scheme  based  on  weight  collected  per  man  was  instituted  on  the 
1st  May  to  replace  the  existing  frequency  bonus  scheme.  This 
scheme  was  an  immediate  success  and  by  the  end  of  July  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  collection  improved  to  an  average  period  of  10-I-  days 
even  though  there  was  still  a  staff  shortage. 

An  amended  frequency  bonus  scheme  was  then  operated  until 
the  end  of  the  year  which,  with  a  complete  reorganisation  of  refuse 
sub-districts,  was  fairly  satisfactory  considering  the  labour  prob¬ 
lem  that  existed. 

All  credit  is  due  to  the  refuse  collection  gangs  who  despite 
severe  handicaps  worked  well.  As  an  example  of  what  they  did 
I  may  add  that  on  one  day  in  February  two  gangs  were  reduced 
to  1  driver  and  1  loader  each  and  7J  and  6|  tons  of  refuse  respec¬ 
tively  were  collected — an  amazing  performance. 

One  man  retired  on  pension  during  the  year  due  to  inability  to 
carry  on  at  work,  at  the  age  of  56  years.  The  Department  can  ill 
afford  the  loss  of  these  long-service  men  who  form  the  back-bone 
of  the  service. 

(b)  Transport. 

One  new  13  cubic  yard  side-loading  refuse  vehicle  was  brought 
into  use  on  the  1st  November  to  replace  an  old  worn-out  vehicle 
which  was  ultimately  disposed  of  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  23  years. 
One  more  vehicle  needs  early  replacement  during  1956  and  the 
refuse  vehicle  fleet  will  then  be  fairly  satisfactory. 
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Maintenance  of  vehicles,  except  washing  and  greasing  is  carried 
out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  staff  at  the  Council’s  Crosswells 
Depot,  where  proper  facilities  for  such  work  exist. 

The  cleaning  of  refuse  vehicles  needs  special  high  pressure 
washing  equipment  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  work  performed. 
Refuse  has  a  highly  corrosive  effect  on  the  steel  bodies  of  vehicles 
and  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  serious  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  installation  of  such  equipment,  including  pressure 
greasing  equipment,  or  alternatively,  arrangements  made  for  the 
use  of  the  existing  equipment  at  Crosswells  Depot. 

Such  a  scheme  would,  in  my  view,  result  in  less  wear  and  tear 
and  any  additional  first  cost  would  be  saved  by  less  frequent 
repairs. 

(c)  Costs  (Collection  only) . 

Owing  to  increases  in  transport  costs,  wages,  etc.,  costs  were 
almost  inevitably  higher  than  in  the  previous  year  as  is  indicated 
below : — 


1954/5 

1955/6 

Net  cost  per  ton  (all  expend.) 

3 1/- 

33/5 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

£392 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses 

...  £1,368 

£1,426 

Disposal. 

The  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  at  Taylor’s  Lane,  adjoining  the  Port¬ 
way  Cleansing  Depot,  was  again  free  from  major  nuisance  during 
the  year  although  fire  did  occur  sporadically  arising  mainly  from 
children  lighting  fires  and  the  ever-increasing  use  of  all-night  burn¬ 
ing  fires  with  the  resultant  hot  cinders  being  placed  in  the  dustbin. 

In  each  case  the  fire  was  tackled  immediately,  sometimes  in 
the  evening  after  working  hours,  by  the  caretaker,  and  in  all  but 
one  instance  was  quickly  extinguished.  In  that  one  instance  the 
fire  was  a  deep-seated  one  and  a  period  of  several  months  elapsed 
before  it  was  finally  extinguished  by  the  constant  applications  of 
fine  sand  amounting  to  several  tons.  Fortunately  little,  if  any 
nuisance,  arose  therefrom,  and  no  damage  was  done  except  possibly 
to  the  author’s  peace  of  mind. 

Manual  tipping  was  practised  throughout  the  whole  year  but  it 
is  hoped  to  report  upon  the  results  of  mechanised  control  in  my 
Report  for  1956  and  at  the  same  time  to  show  a  favourable  decrease 
in  the  cost  of  this  part  of  the  cleansing  service. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  present  tip  in  Taylor’s  Lane  has  a 
further  life  of  8-10  years  and  the  location  and  acquisition  of  an¬ 
other  suitable  tipping  site  for  use  at  the  end  of  that  period  becomes 
a  matter  of  some  concern.  It  may  well  be  that  the  search  for  such 
a  site  may  have  to  extend  further  than  the  Borough  boundary  as 
suitable  land  inside  the  Borough  is  now  becoming  rather  scarce. 
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Costs  ( Disposal  only) . 


Net  cost  per  ton  (all  expend.) 
Net  cost  per  1,000  population 
Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 


1954/5  1955/6 

2/2  1/3 

£28  £15 

£ 97  £54 


*  Salvage. 

Salvage  activities  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  de¬ 
tails  for  the  financial  year  1955/6  are  given  in  Table  1.  It  is  also 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  for  the  first  time  since  1951 /2 
a  profit  was  made  on  the  salvage  activities  of  the  Department 
amounting  to  some  £260  in  the  year. 

On  the  nth  July  as  anticipated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1954, 
an  electric  power  press  for  baling  waste  paper  was  purchased  and 
installed  at  a  total  cost  of  approximately  £500  to  replace  the  former 
two  hand-baling  presses  which  were  out-of-date  and  expensive  to 
use.  This  press  was  a  vast  improvement  over  the  old  antiquated 
presses  and  resulted  in  an  additional  70  tons  being  sent  to  the  Mills 
during  the  year.  But  for  labour  difficulties,  which  were  not  re¬ 
solved  until  September,  the  increase  would  have  been  much  more 
and  will  certainly  be  improved  upon  during  the  year  1956/7 
despite  a  considerable  drop  in  the  price  of  paper.  Even  so  the 
income  from  waste  paper  showed  an  increase  of  £911  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  due  to  a  large  extent  to  the  higher  selling  price  obtained 
from  the  Mills. 

549  tons  of  waste  food  were  also  sold  during  the  year  realising 
£3,953,  the  total  income  realised  for  the  853  tons  of  all  salvaged 
materials  being  £6,400  against  736  tons  and  £5,474  for  the  previous 
year. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  profit  figure  will  be  increased  still  further 
for  the  year  1956/7,  and  at  least  some  waste  material  utilised  again, 
a  process  that  helps  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  present  tip  and  at  the 
same  time  assists  the  national  economy. 

Provision  of  Dustbins. 

Dustbins  are  still  replaced  as  they  become  unserviceable  under 
a  rate  fund  scheme  operated  by  the  Council  and  which  commenced 
in  July,  1950- 

Purchase  Tax  became  payable  on  the  purchase  of  dustbins  in 
November,  1955,  for  the  first  time  ever,  and  this  tax  added  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  cost  of  this  scheme.  This  was  fixed  at  n/4d.  per 
bin  at  the  commencement  and  fell  to  10/nd.  later  in  the  year.  It 
is  estimated  that  it  will  cost  approximately  £900  in  a  full  year,  a 
high  figure  indeed  for  an  article  which  is  a  vital  necessity  and  by 
no  means  a  luxury  article.  Representations  were,  in  fact  made  by 
certain  bodies  concerning  the  abolition  of  tax,  but  they  were  un¬ 
successful. 


*Any  reference  to  “year”  in  this  part  of  the  report  relates  to  the 
Financial  Year  1955/6  unless  otherwise  stated. 
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This  scheme  is  a  most  valuable  one  but  the  cost  is  fast  becom¬ 
ing  rather  a  heavy  drain  upon  the  estimates  even  though  it  still 
amounts  to  less  than  a  3d.  rate  (old  valuation)  as  the  following 
figures  show: — 

No.  of  unserviceable  dustbins  replaced  under  Rate 

Fund  Scheme  during  financial  year  1955/6  ...  1,817 

Cost  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  £2,726 

Equivalent  rate  charge  in  £  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.716. 

All  new  Council  houses  are  provided  with  dustbins  through  the 
Department  at  a  reasonable  charge  as  a  condition  of  contract  and 
in  this  way  the  provision  of  a  high  quality  bin  is  ensured  in  the 
first  place,  an  obvious  advantage  where  a  rate  fund  scheme  is  in 
operation.  New  bins  can  be,  and  are  supplied,  to  new  private 
houses  where  requested,  although  the  number  is  very  small. 


Refuse  Tips. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  again  necessary  to  com¬ 
plain  to  an  adjoining  Local  Authority  about  conditions  on  their 
refuse  tip  which  is,  unfortunately,  situated  in  this  Borough. 

This  tip  in  post-war  years  has  caused  your  Council  and  my 
Department  in  particular,  considerable  trouble  and  anxiety.  Fire 
has  occurred  at  frequent  intervals  and  insects  have  also  caused  con¬ 
siderable  nuisance  to  the  residents  in  nearby  houses. 

The  nuisance  from  burning  refuse  tips  is,  to  say  the  least, 
highly  unpleasant  and  the  residents  affected  had  every  right  to 
voice  their  annoyance,  which  they  did  in  no  uncertain  terms. 

Many  discussions  were  held  at  the  tip  but  conditions,  I  regret 
to  report,  did  not  show  much  improvement. 

Welcome  information  was  however  received  early  in  1956  that 
a  destructor  was  being  constructed  and  I  hope  to  present  a  more 
favourable  picture  of  this  tip  in  my  report  for  1956. 


Staff. 

The  year  1955  saw  many  changes  in  staff  in  the  Department  but 
undoubtedly  the  main  problem  was  the  unfilled  vacancy  for  an 
Inspector. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
a  housing  survey  was  required  to  formulate  the  Council’s  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  and  a  start  was  made  as  is  referred  to  else¬ 
where  in  this  Report. 

Pressure  of  other  work  however  meant  that  the  Inspectors 
carrying  out  the  survey  had  to  be  switched  to  other  work  from 
time  to  time  which  delayed  th  -  completion  of  the  survey  some¬ 
what. 
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Under  the  circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  branches 
of  the  work  of  the  Department  had  to  receive  rather  less  attention 
than  is  desirable.  The  advent  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
did  not  help  the  staffing  problem  and  the  Clean  Air  Act,  when  in 
force  will,  if  it  is  to  be  implemented  fully,  present  a  further  drain 
upon  the  resources  of  the  Department.  If,  as  is  expected,  a  Bill 
on  the  employment  of  persons  in  offices,  shops,  etc.,  is  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Parliament  in  the  near  future,  it  will  be  seen  that  duties 
in  the  Department  are  increasing  year  by  year  with  no  extra  staff 
to  cope  with  them,  which  can  only  lead  to  further  difficulty. 

The  Council  having  approved  an  establishment  of  6  Inspectors, 
including  Chief  Inspector  and  Deputy,  advertisements  were  pub¬ 
lished  throughout  the  whole  year  for  an  Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancy 
with  no  success.  Mr.  E.  James  was  in  fact  appointed  as  Addi¬ 
tional  Sanitary  Inspector  as  from  the  6th  June,  1955,  but  this 
appointment  was  to  fill  another  vacancy  which  had  existed  since 
late  in  1954. 

There  is,  of  course,  an  acute  shortage  of  Public  Health  In¬ 
spectors  (the  new  designation  for  Sanitary  Inspectors)  throughout 
the  country,  and  this  fact  does  not  help  where  vacancies  exist  in 
an  industrial  Borough  such  as  this,  and  where  problems  of  a  special 
nature  do  undoubtedly  exist.  Additional  inducements  such  as 
housing  accommodation,  etc.,  seem  to  have  little  effect  and  a  pupil 
training  scheme  takes  some  time  to  reach  fruition. 

With  regard  to  the  clerical  staff,  Miss  E.  Butcher,  Chief  Clerk, 
left  the  Department  on  the  5th  October,  1955,  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Hackett,  Junior  Clerk,  was  promoted  to  this  position  with  effect 
from  the  1st  November,  1955. 

Mr.  J.  Jeavons,  Junior  Clerk,  left  the  Department  on  his  call¬ 
up  for  military  service  on  the  21st  July,  and  Mr.  D.  Stuckey,  an¬ 
other  Junior  Clerk  in  the  Department  was  transferred  to  the 
Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  on  the  8th  August. 

To  fill  these  two  vacancies  two  male  Junior  Clerks,  R.  A. 
Maddock  and  D.  Taylor,  commenced  work  in  the  Department  on 
the  2nd  September  and  17th  October  respectively. 

At  your  Portway  Depot  office  Mr.  J.  Cutler  returned  to  work 
as  Clerk,  after  his  military  service,  on  the  4th  April,  and  Mr.  J. 
Tout  left  that  post  on  the  30th  April. 

Miss  M.  Callcott  commenced  work  as  a  shorthand-typist  in 
the  Department  (a  new  post)  on  the  28th  December. 

I  am  again  pleased  to  report  that,  despite  the  additional  tech¬ 
nical  and  clerical  work  which  became  necessary  during  the  year 
for  reasons  shown  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  both  the  Inspectors  and 
the  clerical  staff  worked  loyally  and  hard.  My  particular  thanks 
are  given  to  the  Inspectors  who,  although  two  short  in  number 
during  half  of  the  year,  did  their  utmost  to  keep  the  arrears  of  work 
to  the  minimum. 
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I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  also  expressing  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  sterling  work  carried  out  by  my  Deputy,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Keene.  This  Officer  has  at  all  times  been  most  helpful  and 
reliable  in  many  administrative  matters  that  have  needed  attention 
during  my  own  absence  on  holiday,  etc.,  and  has  shown  consider¬ 
able  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
particularly  in  the  field  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the 
Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  chief  officers,  I  also 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  help  and  confidence  during  the  year. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  MASON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Municipal  Buildings, 
Oldbury. 

31st  October,  1956. 


20 


TABLE  1. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse 

(including  Kitchen  Waste  and  Salvage 
collected  separately) . 


Table  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1956. 


Item 

Particulars 

i 

Collec¬ 

tion 

2 

Disposal 

3 

Totals 

4 

Percentage 
of  total 
gross 

expenditure 

5 

Revenue  Account 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

I. 

Gross  Expenditure: 

(i)  Labour 

10,004 

2,217 

12,221 

42 

(ii)  Transport 

9.277 

1.655 

10,932 

38 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

buildings 

4.641 

524 

5,165 

18 

(iv)  Other  items 

509 

74 

583 

2 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

24.431 

4.470 

28,901 

IOO 

2. 

Gross  Income 

2,020 

3,614 

5.634 

— 

3- 

Net  Cost  ... 

22,411 

856 

23,267 

— 

4- 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unit  Costs: 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5- 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only  ... 

14  11 

3  4 

18  3 

6. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

13 10 

2  6 

16  4 

7- 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 

ton 

35  5 

1  3 

34  8 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8. 

Net  cost  per  i,ooo  population  ... 

411 

15 

426 

9- 

Net  cost  per  i.ooo  premises 

1,426 

54 

1,480 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS. 


10. 

Area  (statute  acres) -land  and  inland  water 

3,300  acres 

11. 

Population  at  30th  June,  1955  ... 

54,550  persons 

12. 

Total  refuse  collected  (actual) 

13,418  tons 

13- 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  to  year) 

13.5  cwts. 

14. 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 

collected 

15,716  premises 

15- 

Premises  from  which  collections  are  made 

at  least  once  weekly  ... 

...  Nil 

16. 

Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final 

disposal  point  ... 

2  miles 

17- 

Kerbside  collection  expressed  as  estimated 

percentage  of  total  collection 

...  Nil  % 

18. 

Total  refuse  disposed  of 

12,565  tons 

19. 

Method  of  disposal:  Controlled  tipping 

... 

100% 

20. 

Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage: 

Income 

Tonnage 

(Included  in 

Collected 

Item  2) 

(Included  in 

Item  12) 

£ 

Tons 

(a)  Kitchen  Waste 

•  ••  3.953 

549 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

52 

14 

(c)  Waste  Paper 

...  2,485 

290 

(d)  Other  Salvage 

7 

— 

(e)  Totals 

...  6,497 

853 

Trade  Refuse  ... 

5M 

Not  collected 

separately 

21 


TABLE  2. 


Summary  of  defects  remedied,  improvements  effected  and 
nuisances  abated  under  the  Housing,  Public  Health  and 
O.U.D.C.  Acts  during  the  year  1955. 


Houses  cleansed  and/or  repaired  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936 

Houses  provided  with  improved  ventilation  and  existing 
windows  made  to  open 

New  windows  provided  and  others  repaired 
Staircases  repaired  or  new  provided 
Handrails  provided 

New  floors  provided  and  others  repaired 
Firegrates  repaired  or  new  provided 
New  doors  provided  and  others  repaired 
New  sinks  provided  ... 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  ... 

Water  supply — burst  water  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided 
Houses  painted  inside /outside  ... 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

New  drains  and/or  inspection  chambers  provided  (exclud¬ 
ing  new  houses)  ... 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  new  covers  provided 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

Water  closets  repaired  and/or  limewashed 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  replaced 

Defective  spouting  repaired  or  disconnected  or  new  spouting 
provided 

Leaky  roofs  repaired  ... 

Dangerous  chimneys  rebuilt  or  repaired  ... 

Courts,  back-yards  or  approaches  paved  or  repaired 

Wash-houses  repaired  and/or  limewashed 

Walls  weatherproofed  externally 

Noise  nuisances  abated 

Miscellaneous 


72 

5 

16 

2 

3 
3 
5 
2 

1 

2 
7 

1 

298 

2 
1 

7 

11 

14 

16 

31 

40 

10 

5 

13 

10 
1 

11 


TABLE  3. 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Revisits  during  the 


Infectious  diseases  prevention  (including  Food 
Poisoning) 

Housing  (including  Clearance  Areas)  ... 
Overcrowding 


year 

1955. 

Inspec 

Re¬ 

tions 

visits 

III 

76 

442 

640 

84 

23 

22 


Water  closets  and  drains 
Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 
Food  premises  (excluding  ice  cream) 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 
Keeping  of  animals  and/or  poultry 
Factories 

Dirty  and  /  or  verminous  houses  and  premises 
Canal  boats 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  (including  temporary 
buildings) 

Refuse  removal  and  disposal  (including  tips) 

Housing  Survey 

Offices 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Rats  and  mice  nuisances 
Salvage 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling 

Cinemas 

Dustbins 

Water  supplies  and  samples 
Offensive  Trades 

Atmospheric  pollution  (including  smoke 
observations) 

Ice  cream  premises— manufacture  and/or  sale 
Foul  cellars 
Food  vehicles 

Housing  Improvements  Grants 
Noise  nuisances 
Pet  shops 

Water  courses  and  canals 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Conservancy 
Shops  Act  ... 

Slaughterhouses  (excluding  meat  inspection) 
Knackers’  yards 
Miscellaneous 
Number  of  interviews 


Inspec¬ 

Re¬ 

tions 

visits 

200 

150 

127 

5 

68 

36 

41 

13 

7 

2 

9 

— 

32 

6 

I 

— 1 

6 

6 

249 

6 

4-065 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

43 

6 

224 

1 

128 

— 

5 

— 

1,825 

— 

16 

22 

11 

4 

i34 

37 

5 

2 

9 

— 

3 

6 

45 

40 

5 

17 

1 

— 

10 

1 

15 

10 

3 

1 

4 

5 

6 

26 

1 

10 

447 

26 

343 

TABLE  4. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  Canal  Boat  Regulations. 


Number  of  canal  boats  on  register  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  canal  boats  registered  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  I 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  i 

Total  number  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered  3  adults 
Total  number  occupying  the  cabins  ...  ...  2  adults 


2  children 


23 

TABLE  5. 


Summary  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  1955. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Preliminary 

Nuisance  properties  ...  ...  ...  194 

Defective  water  closets  (Section  45)  ...  2 

Proposed  work  of  maintenance  on  sewers 

(Section  24)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Defective  drains  (Section  39)  ...  ...  6 

Inadequate  water  supply  (Section  138)  ...  — 

Smoke  nuisances  (Sections  101  and  103)  ...  — 

O.U.D.C.  Act,  1929: 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  _ 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  ...  9 

Factories  Act,  1937: 

Inadequate  or  defective  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Housing  Act  (Section  9)  ...  ...  ...  1 


Statutory 

12 

2 

12 

2 

6 


16 


TABLE  6. 

Meat  and  other  Food  Condemnations  for  the  year  1955. 


Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  Lbs.  Ozs. 


Carcase  Meat  and  Offal  (from  sole  Private 

Slaughterhouse  in  district)  ...  ...  1 

1 

2 

4 

10 

Other  Foodstuffs: — 

No.  of  tins, 
pkts.,  etc. 

Food 

Il8 

Meat  and  Tongue  ... 

4 

2 

21 

2? 

18 

Meat  Paste 

10 

°2 

21 

Ham 

1 

3 

22 

6 

46 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

18 

4 

30 

Soups 

2 

2 

3 

353 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juice 

6 

0 

5 

IOj 

243 

Vegetables 

3 

3 

9 

11 

154 

Milk  and  Cream 

1 

1 

4 

0 

23 

Pickles 

22 

9i 

12 

Sauces 

5 

5* 

13 

Jam,  Marmalade,  etc. 

15 

0 

9 

Vinegar 

3 

6 

7 

Custard  Powder,  Cornflour,  etc. 

2 

T4 

24 

Cake  and  Cake  Mixtures 

1 

16 

10 

24 


No.  of  tins, 
pkts.,  etc 

Food 

T.  C. 

Weight 

Q.  Lbs. 

Ozs 

II 

Sugar 

6 

8 

4 

Cereals 

6 

12 

6 

Mince  Meat 

6 

0 

4 

Gelatine 

15 

1 

Butter 

8 

1 

Cream  Powder 

4 

1 

Syrup 

2 

0 

1 

Tea 

4 

3 

Sugar  Confectionery 

6 

1 

Suet 

8 

Sausages  ... 

15 

0 

Cheese 

1 

3  0 

0! 

Faggots  and  Pies  ... 

6 

0 

Chocolate 

14 

Total 

...  2  3 

0  13 

12 

TABLE  7  (a) 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 


Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known)  201 

Number  inspected  ...  201 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  73 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ...36.8 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  n 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ■••5-47 


Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


1 

40 

882 

651 

Nil 

1 

40 

882 

651 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

188 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

21.3 

12.4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.99 

Nil 

25 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows  Cows 

Cysticercosis 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  1 
Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ment  by  refrigeration  ...  1 

Generalised  and  totally 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

condemned  ...  —  —  —  — 

TABLE  7  (b) 

Meat  Inspection — (July-December,  1955). 

Reason  for  Condemnation 


(i)  Cattle  (including  calves) . 


Car- 

Head  and 

Mesenter- 

Disease  cases 

Tongue 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Livers 

Kidneys 

ies 

Tuberculosis  ...  — 

2 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Abscesses  ...  — 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

_ 

j 

Fascioliasis  ...  — 

— 

— 

_ 

59 

_ 

Hydatid  Cysts  — 

— 

3 

— 

4 

_ 

_ 

Pneumonia  ...  — 

— 

5 

_ 

_ 

Hydronephrosis  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

Cysticercus  Bo  vis — 

— 

— 

I 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Decomposition  — 
Pathological 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Emaciation  ...  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  1 

2 

15 

I 

65 

2 

7 

(2)  Sheep. 


Disease 

Pneumonia  and  Congestion 

Lungs 

80 

Livers 

Fascioliasis 

Muelleriasis 

.  .  . 

57 

131 

Totals 

i37 

131 

(3)  Pigs. 

Disease 

Heads 

Lungs 

Livers 

Mesenter¬ 

ies 

Tuberculosis 

12 

_ 

1 

Pneumonia  and  Congestion  ... 

— 

109 

_ 

Hydatid  Cyst 

_ 

I 

_ 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

68 

— 

Totals 


12 


109 


69 


1 


26 


TABLE  8. 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling — Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis 
under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

No.  of  No.  of 


Article  sampled  samples 

Article  sampled 

samples 

Milk  (excluding  fresh 

Cough  Mixture  . . . 

I 

cream) 

129 

Almond  Oil 

I 

Fresh  Cream 

18 

Treacle 

I 

Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies 

20 

Pickles 

I 

Margarine 

5 

Pearl  Barley 

I 

Butter  . 

5 

Baking  Powder  ... 

I 

Lard  and  Cooking  Fat  ... 

5 

Mustard 

I 

Beef  Suet 

2 

Soup 

I 

Pork  Sausage 

9 

Tomato  Sauce 

...  I 

Beef  Sausage 

2 

Chewing  Gum  ... 

I 

Tea 

2 

Alcoholic  Spirits 

3 

Sugar 

2 

Sweets  . 

5 

Orange  Drink  (diluted) 

2 

Glycerine 

1 

Orange  Juice 

1 

Saltpetre 

2 

Lemon  Juice 

1 

Zinc  Ointment  . . . 

1 

Meat  Paste 

2 

Boric  Acid  Ointment 

1 

Fish  Paste 

3 

Sulphur  Ointment 

1 

Cheese 

1 

Mercury  Ointment 
“Milk  of  Magnesia’’ 

1 

Self-raising  Flour 

1 

1 

Pepper 

1 

Bismuth  Carbonate 

1 

Vinegar  ...  . 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

Lemonade  . 

1 

Sal  Volatile 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Teething  Powders 

1 

Essence 

1 

Cinnamon 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

Borax 

1 

Tinned  Cream  (sterilised) 

1 

Iodine 

1 

Mince  Meat 

1 

Vitamin  Capsules 

1 

Stuffing  . 

1 

Throat  Lozenges 

1 

Dried  Thyme 

1 

Citric  Acid 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

Glaubers  Salts  ... 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

Seidlitz  Powders 

1 

Blanc-mange 

Honey 

1 

1 

Indigestion  Tablets 

1 

Pickling  Spice  . 

Olive  Oil  ... 

1 

1 

Total 

...  264 

TABLE  9. 

Air  Pollution — Improvements  effected  during  1955. 


Nuisance  and/or  Source  of 
Air  Pollution 

1.  Emission  of  fine  dust  from 
asphalt  manufacturing  plant 

2.  Emission  of  fine  resin  dust 
from  chemical  works 

3.  Emission  of  black  smoke  from 
coal  tar  fuel  firing  in  1 
foundry 


Improvement  effected  and/or 
action  taken 

Plant  removed  from  the 
Borough. 

Modification  made  to  existing 
arrestors  and  nuisance  abated 
Nuisance  abated  by  more 
efficient  firing  techniques. 
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Nuisance  and/or  Source  of 
Air  Pollution 

4.  Emission  of  hydrochloric  acid 
gas  from  1  chemical  works  due 
to  fracture  of  gas  main 

5.  Emission  of  leather  and  rub¬ 
ber  dust  from  1  boot  repair 
factory 

6.  Emission  of  fumes  from  dry¬ 
ing  plant  at  1  non-ferrous 
metal  refining  factory 

7.  Emission  of  vapours  from  1 
offensive  trade  factory 

8.  Dust  and  grit  emissions  from 
the  use  of  PF-fired  reheating 
furnaces  in  1  foundry 

9.  Black  smoke  emissions  from 
boiler  plant  at  food  factory 


Improvement  effected  and/or 
action  taken 

New  length  of  main  fitted 
and  nuisance  speedily  abated. 

Installation  of  bag  filter  and 
emission  eliminated. 

Stack  height  raised  to  give 
greater  dispersal  of  fumes. 

2  condensers  fitted  to  melters 
treating  edible  animal  mater¬ 
ial  and  nuisance  abated. 

Order  placed  to  convert  fur¬ 
naces  to  oil-firing. 

Order  placed  for  new  boiler 
and  mechanical  underfeed 
stoker  to  replace  existing  old 
hand-fired  boiler. 


TABLE  10. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  73 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  118 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  95 
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1* — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(*)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
(excluding  revisits) 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those  in  (3) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


376 

344 


34 

34 

34 

349 
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2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  127 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  30 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ..,  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 

ment  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: — 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  88 
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TABLE  11. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

1.  Inspections  made  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  . . 

9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . . 

219 

6 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

18 

TOTAL  . . 

246 

7 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

6 

1 

— 

6 

— 

TOTAL  . . 

6 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Outwork.  Sections  no  and  in 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(l)(c) 

No.  of  pro¬ 
secutions  for 
failure  to 
supply  list 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
council 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
whole-some 
premises 

Not-  Pro- 

ices  sec- 

ser-  uti- 

ved  ons 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

- 

—  — 
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TABLE  12. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 


Column  No. 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(1) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

(2) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(3) 

Total  of 
Cols. 
(1).  (2) 
&  (3) 

(4) 

Agri¬ 

cul¬ 

tural 

(5) 

I . 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District 

40 

14,897 

1.033 

15.970 

5 

2. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

10 

116 

47 

173 

2 

(b)  Survey 

5 

8 

13 

26 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  ... 

10 

^73 

155 

S38 

3 

3- 

Total  inspections  carried  out — 
(including  re-inspections) 

69 

1. 74i 

00 

2,588 

11 

4- 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats 

Major 

4 

4 

Minor 

11 

hi 

49 

171 

2 

(b)  Mice 

Major 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Minor 

4 

27 

13 

44 

— 

5- 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  ... 

17 

139 

66 

222 

2 

6. 

Total  treatments  carried  out  in¬ 
cluding  re-treatments  ... 

21 

134 

97 

252 

2 

7- 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

8 

8 

(b)  Structural  Work 

(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  follow¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  notice  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act  ... 

9- 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o. 

Number  of  "Block”  Control 
schemes  carried  out 

2 

TABLE  II. 


All  ages 

Cause  of  Death 

Detailed  List  No. — 

total 

M 

F 

I.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

001 — 008 

6 

5 

1 

2.  other 

010 — 019 

2 

2 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

020 — 029 

1 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

055 

5.  Whooping  cough  ... 

056 

— .. 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

057 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

080 

8.  Measles 

085 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  ... 

Rest  of  001 — 138 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

151 

7 

3 

4 

11.  ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

162,  163 

21 

18 

3 

12.  ,,  ,,  breast 

170 

12 

12 

13.  ,,  ,,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

-'t- 

H 

H 

H 

5 

20 

5 

neoplasms 

Rest  of  140-203,  205 

43 

23 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

204 

1 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

260 

6 

5 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

330—334 

80 

42 

38 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

420 

69 

47 

22 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

440—443 

15 

6 

9 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

Rest  of  410 — 443 

87 

36 

51 

21.  ,,  circulatory  disease  ... 

444—468 

17 

10 

7 

22.  Influenza 

480—483 

4 

3 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

490—493 

16 

12 

4 

24.  Bronchitis 

500—502 

29 

21 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

470—475,  510—527 

3 

2 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

540—541 

6 

4 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

543 >  57U  572,  764 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

590—594 

3 

3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

610 

4 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

640 — 689 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

750—759 

8 

4 

4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

Rest  of  001 — 795 

38 

16 

22 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

E810— 835 

9 

8 

1 

^4.  All  other  accidents 

E800-802,  E840-963 

17 

7 

10 

35.  Suicide 

E963,  970—979 

5 

4 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

E964,  965,  980—999 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

518 

280 

238 

OF  DEATH,  1955 


AGE  GROUPS 


WARDS 


lO  2 
l  *-< 

Gj 

-  & 

5—10 

years 

10—15 

years 

. 

— 

. 

. 

— 

...... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

. — 

. 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

1 


1 


20—25 

years 

25—35 

years 

35—45 

years 

45—55 

vears 

55—65 

years 

65—75 

years 

75—85 

years 

85 

and  over 

Central 

Broadwell 

r 

Brandhall 

Hounds  Green 

Langley 

Warley 

Bristnall 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

l 

1 

1 

1 

****** 

1 

. 

. 

— 

— 

****** 

_ 

1 

- - 

"2 

5 

. 

2 

1 

1 

...... 

2 

1 

3 

5 

4 

7 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

O 

JLt 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

.  — 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

2 

11 

10 

10 

1 

6 

7 

10 

2 

2 

9 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 

7 

25 

34 

3 

7 

11 

18 

6 

11 

6 

21 

1 

4 

9 

18 

21 

12 

4 

10 

13 

11 

4 

11 

8 

12 

1 

4 

8 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

5 

6 

26 

32 
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18 

1 

2 

5 

6 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

. 

. 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

10 

8 

6 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

4 

5 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

...... 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

0 

1 

5 

2 

5 

4 

6 

4 

2 

4 

8 

2 

7 

8 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 
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3 

1 

1 

1 

9 
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. 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

5 

31 

46 

95 

136 

138 

38 

69 

66 

95 

37 

72 

70 

109 

2 


